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EDITOR’S note

This paper is intended to be a conversation starter. This inaugural edition
features interviews with 12 Santa Feans of different ages and backgrounds.
These Santa Feans offer different stories about their experiences here, diverse
thoughts on what the future could be in Santa Fe, and how we can get there.
In many cases their experiences, work, and ideas are not represented in
the dominant narrative of Santa Fe that is presented in mainstream media
outlets, or at the City Council, where policies that impact the future of
community development are decided. These stories are not told to the tourists
who visit our City, and increasingly define its identity by way of supply
and demand.
This paper and its audio counterparts are an attempt to change that in some
small way.

This first edition is by no means representative of the extraordinary diversity
in culture and experience in Santa Fe. We will certainly interview more
people with different stories, experiences, and thoughts about Santa Fe in
future editions, but representing the totality of our community would simply
be impossible. Instead we want to highlight struggles, joys, endeavors, and
aspirations of Santa Feans that are not widely known or talked about. We
hope that bringing forth these stories elevates and diversifies the discussions
of the realities of life in Santa Fe, and how we may create its future together.

The interviews are snapshots of larger conversations that will be available
in podcast and radio format. They have been edited only for space and clarity.

© Matthew Morrow

If you would like to participate or collaborate in this project’s future audio
and print editions, please email thetimesinsantafe@gmail.com.

© Matthew Morrow

“I WAS ABSOLUTELY
TERRIFIED, SCARED
FOR MY LIFE.”

Can you talk about what you do, and describe
your recent experience with the Santa Fe Police?
I’m a cab driver. I’ve been driving a cab off and on
for close to 5 years now. My recent incident happened March 30th with former Officer Gutierrez. I
was stopped for a moving violation. I stopped in the
Xs by St. Francis and Cerrillos, and the officer pulled
me over. I didn’t even know it was a moving violation. Being a cab driver for 5 years, I had never been
stopped by the cops before.

He told me why he was stopping me. Because I didn’t know it was a moving violation I said, “The train
isn’t even running right now.” I was a little bit confused. Then he said, “Give me your license,” which I
did. Then he said, “Give me your registration and insurance.” I looked for it in the glove compartment,
and was unable to find it, even though it was there. So
I immediately called dispatch to figure out what to do,
and the dispatcher said, “Are you sure? Look again.”
I looked again in the glove box, and pulled out a
manilla envelope. I pulled out this form, and I still
wasn’t able to see it. Adam the dispatcher said, “I’m
going to put you on hold.” He was looking for the policy number, that I later found out was folded up in the
form I had in my hand. I just wasn’t able to see it.

The officer asked me, “Did you find it?” I said, “no.”
I believe he said, “Hang up the phone, and give me
your keys.” I asked, “Why?” He said, “Because I’m
going to tow the car.” I refused to give him the keys
in that moment, because I felt he was being completely unreasonable. I was cooperating with him. I
was working on getting the information that he
needed. It’s not something that I’m directly responsible for, so I felt that there would be some sort of
leeway with it not being my own personal car, some
consideration for that, but there really wasn’t.

So he asked me again. I think he said, “I’m going to
ask you nicely again: give me the keys.” I gave him
the keys at that point. Before that, I did say, “You are
not going to bully me.” I did feel like I was being
bullied. Then he told me to stay in the car. He was
walking back to his car, and I got out to talk to him.
When I did, I turned around, and I saw him charging towards me. It felt very threatening. I started to
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back away at that point. He said, as he was grabbing
on to me, “Obviously you don’t want to listen to me.
Put your hands behind your back.”

He started to grab on to me, and I was pulling away. I
started to scream, “NO.” I felt like I was being attacked. I wasn’t sure what was going on. It felt like an
invasion to my personal space. It just felt like an attack. At that point I feel like my instincts were kicking in. That’s why I began screaming. Next thing I
know, I am face planted onto the ground. My head
was on the ground, which is when I got my black eye,
and Officer Gutierrez had my wrist bent back in a way
that I literally thought he was going to break my wrist.
That’s the part in the video where you can hear me
saying “Ow, Ow, Stop.” He was jerking my wrist
back. He was letting me have it, really. I truly feel he
was unleashing his force without any care or concern
for the consequences-- physical, emotional, psychological. He just was really unleashing his force on me.
People can’t see that in the video. They can’t really
see what he was doing to me.

The fact of the matter is that it didn’t feel like I was
being detained. It felt like I was being attacked and
assaulted. Later I learned that when you’re having a
panic attack, your lungs actually seize up. This
makes complete sense. I was on the ground, and I
couldn’t breathe. I literally could not breathe. The
police officers were saying, “well, nobody’s on top
of you.” I just wonder did anybody stop to think that
I might be having some sort of panic attack, because
of the situation? That for me was probably the scariest part-- not being able to breathe, because I was
having a panic attack.

the video you can hear the other cops questioning
José Gutierrez, asking him, “What happened?” and
he’s telling his account of the story. I’m handcuffed
at that point, taken out of the car, and questioned by
two other police officers. It kind of blew me away
actually. The female police officer on scene looked
completely appalled. She had a deep look of concern
on her face.

The officers were questioning me, and they were
asking, “What are you doing? Where are you going?
Have you ever been stopped by us? How long have
you been working for the cab company?” At one
point I just pointed to the cab, and said, “I’m working.” I feel like I was treated like a gun-slinging
criminal. Looking back on it, where was the common sense? I’m a cab driver.

They put me back in the police car with the guy who
has just assaulted me, and I ask him “where am I
going?” He says, “We’re taking you to the hospital,
before we book you.” That was when I knew I was
being taken to jail.
Did he tell you what you were under arrest for?

No. Nobody told me at the scene or before I got in
the car that I was under arrest, or what I was under
arrest for.
So, I went to the hospital and they checked me out,
and then I was taken to jail. I never had been taken
to jail before. It was a crazy experience, as you can
imagine.

I was absolutely terrified, scared for my life.

What was that like?

Yeah, he arrested me, but I never heard the words,
“You’re under arrest.” You can hear him saying “stop
resisting, stop resisting” in the video, as the other
cops are showing up. I wasn’t resisting. I want to
make that clear.

And what were the charges they booked you on?

And then he arrested you after that?

When the other officers arrived, they picked me up
off the ground, and put me in the back of the car. In

They took me, and booked me at the Police Department first. In that process, I had my hand handcuffed
to a wall, which was crazy. At that point I was able
to talk to people. I made some phone calls, and then
I was taken to the County Jail.
Resisting and Obstructing. In the video you can hear
the other officers asking Gutierrez, “What are you

going to charge her with?” And I think his exact
words were, “I don’t know what to charge her with
right now.” A few minutes later you can hear him
say, “OK, I’m going to book her now.” I don’t
know when the Resisting and Obstructing came up.

So they take me to jail, and when we arrive, there
are many gates to go through. There is a big, huge
courtyard with very high fences and barbed wire on
top. And it was just me and him outside of the
County Jail in this courtyard. Then they took me in,
and when I arrived they informed me that my bond
was being posted, and that I had a cab waiting
for me. It was very comforting to know that
someone was working on getting me out, and
that I had a ride home, because it was very
scary. I didn’t know what was going on.
The people who did my intake were very kind,
and very professional, and I was very grateful
for that. I spent about two hours in a holding
cell, waiting to be released.

The other thing that I thought was interesting
that I haven’t mentioned in any interviews is-Do you know that song “I’m The Man?” I had
heard that song about a week before this incident, and I was disgusted when I heard this
song. I don’t know exactly what the artist was
thinking when he wrote this song, or what his
intention behind the song is. A friend of mine
said, “It speaks to impunity.” Like “I’m the
man, nobody can touch me” kind of thing.

When I was on the way from the hospital to the
jail, he was flipping through the stations, and
he stopped on that song, and he turned it up. So,
I’m in the back of the car, after having just been
assaulted by this officer, and he has this song,
“I’m The Man” on. I was appalled. I was appalled that this was the song that he chose to
play in that moment. To me it speaks to his lack
of awareness, his lack of consciousness, his
lack of sensitivity.

with people in that way, where you kind of get a
bird’s eye view of people’s lives and their humanity, and I find that really fascinating. Before this incident, there was a freedom to it, a joyfulness, an
ease. Now there’s less ease. There’s more fear.
Do you feel a lot of community support around
this?

Absolutely. My community has been amazingly supportive. I received so many texts, and so many phone
calls, and so many messages, just people showing

I’M THE MAN
BY ALOE BLACC
Well you can tell ever ybody
Yeah you can tell ever ybody
Go ahead and tell ever ybody
I'm the man, I'm the man, I'm the man
Yes I am, yes I am, yes I am
I'm the man, I'm the man, I'm the man
I believe ever y lie that I ever told
Paid for ever y hear t that I ever stole
I played my cards and I didn't fold
Well it ain't that hard when you got soul
(this is my wor ld)
Somewhere I heard that life is a test
I been through the wors t but I still give my best
God made my mold dif ferent from the rest
Then he broke that mold so I know I'm blessed
(this is my wor ld)

How long after this incident did it take him
to quit? Because he ended up quitting the
force, right?

Stand up now and face the sun
Won't hide my tail or tur n and run
It's time to do what must be done
Be a king when kingdom comes

What’s been your experience following this
incident? What you described sounds incredibly traumatic. What’s been the process
of addressing the grievances? What kind of
support have you received? How has this
changed your view of the police?

Well you can tell ever ybody
Yeah you can tell ever ybody
Go ahead and tell ever ybody
I'm the man, I'm the man, I'm the man
Yes I am, yes I am, yes I am
I'm the man, I'm the man, I'm the man

He quit approximately two weeks later.

Up until this point I did feel that the police were
allies. I felt like we were in it together. Cab
drivers are taking care of people, bringing them
home, so that they can get home safe after
drinking. We serve the community in many
other ways, but on a Friday or Saturday night,
the majority of our customers are people who
have gone out, had a few drinks, and are trying
to get home safe. You have the police who are
“protecting and serving.” There are some good
police officers, and I don’t want to speak for the
whole force. But when something like this happens, after this happening for me, it made me
question whether they are indeed allies of ours.
That’s what this incident has done for me.

Before I would see police officers on the road,
and there wouldn’t be this fear reaction. Previous to this there wasn’t a fear reaction, and now
when I see police officers, especially the weeks
afterward, there was a lot of fear that came up
for me. I wondered whether I was going to be
able to continue driving, because the fear was
so strong. It’s definitely changed my feeling
when I go to work. There’s less of a freedom
feeling for me. Driving a cab has been such a
great experience for me. It’s been challenging,
but it’s also been really wonderful to interact

I got all the answer s to your questions
I'll be the teacher you can be the les son
I'll be the preacher you be the confes sion
I'll be the quick relief to all your s tressin'
(this is my wor ld)
It's a thin line between love and hate
Is you really real or is you really fake
I'm a soldier standing on my feet
No sur render and I won't retreat (this is my wor ld)
Stand up now and face the sun
Won't hide my tail or tur n and run
It's time to do what must be done
Be a king when kingdom comes
Well you can tell ever ybody
Yeah you can tell ever ybody
Go ahead and tell ever ybody
I'm the man, I'm the man, I'm the man
Yes I am, yes I am, yes I am
I'm the man, I'm the man, I'm the man

their care, and their concern, and their support, and
their offerings. I was having a hard time cooking
after that, just feeding myself, and I had friends who
brought over food. I had a friend who brought over
a bottle of wine, and some flowers and chocolate.

Shortly after the incident, a group of activists got together, and I was at that meeting. The meeting was
sparked because of what had happened to me, and
what was happening in Albuquerque. The activists
had a discussion, and with that meeting, the Police
Watch was formed-- a Facebook page where people
can share stories, or solutions, or concerns, or
meetings that are going on.
It was really bittersweet. There were people that
I knew there, some dear friends of mine, but then
there were people that I didn’t know sitting beside me saying, “This is wrong. This is not OK.
What can we do so that this never happens
again?” People would say “I’m so sorry that this
has happened to you,” and I would tell them, “I
don’t want sympathy. I want action. Speak up.
Write a letter to the editor. Call your politicians.”
And a lot of people did speak up. It felt really
good to have that happen.

I felt extremely supported, and the cab company
has been so supportive. I think in the time that
I’ve been driving the cab, we’ve had some traumas at the cab company. The shop caught on fire.
Family members died. People have gotten in accidents, those kinds of things. Nothing was ever
directly personal for me, and after this I felt more
of a camaraderie, more like a family. That’s been
really wonderful to have this closeness of people
come out of this incident. I came from Hurricane
Katrina. That was one of the things that stuck
with me, after being a part of that-- the way that
people come together. We’re all doing our things.
We’re all busy and tending to our personal things,
but when the shit hits the fan, people really do
rise up, and thank god. What a shitty world it
would be otherwise.
Do you think that police brutality is a pervasive problem in New Mexico?

I do. I do think it is a problem with everything
that’s going on in Albuquerque, and what happened to Oriana in Taos. I do think there are some
very deep problems that need to be addressed. I
feel like everything that’s happening is information, and it’s evidence that things are out of balance. I have read certain articles that touch on
how the police are being taught to have this fear
everybody mentality. Although they do have a
dangerous job, they’re also protecting and serving the community. Where is that middle ground
between having a dangerous job, and having to
protect yourself so you can go home to your family at night, and acknowledging that, and also acknowledging that not everybody is a threat?
What are next steps for you? Do you see yourself as an advocate for these issues because of
your experience? How are you coping with the
aftermath of all of this?

I’m getting a lot of care for PTSD, and for the
physical injuries. I feel like I can’t just sit in my
bed, and let this pass by. I can’t just go to work,
and do my daily routine without speaking up
about this, because it’s obviously very personal
now. I feel that it’s important to speak up about
the culture, about the misconduct, and about possible solutions. That to me feels part of my own
healing process to speak up in that way. If you
want to call that advocacy, then yeah. I don’t
know what it is going to look like in the future,
because I have other work I want to do in the
world that is equally as important. Civil rights
and social justice is not really something that was
on my radar before this, and after this, I do feel
like social justice and civil rights are much more
important to me.

“WE WANT TO BE SEEN
AS PEOPLE WHO ARE
CONTRIBUTING AND
HELPING, BECAUSE IN
TRUTH, I THINK THAT THIS
COUNTRY WOULD NOT BE
THE SAME WITHOUT
IMMIGRANTS.”
INTERVIEW WITH ANONYMOUS
CONDUCTED AND TRANSLATED BY MARÍA JOSÉ
UGALDE ALCAZAR (MARJIEL DANSE)
Where are you from, and what brought you here?

I am from Aguascalientes, a central state in the middle
of Mexico. What brought me here was my family. I
wasn't asked if I wanted to come here. I was about 15
years old when my whole family moved. At the beginning when I got here, I didn't like it at all, because
that was the time that I was starting to go out from my
town to other towns with my friends. I was starting to
go out to dances and such. We were a group of cousins
and friends that used to go visit a group of female
friends in a neighboring town, and I was learning to
enjoy my youth.
And then suddenly I was told we are moving to the
United States. I wasn't asked for an opinion. I was just
told: “We are leaving, and we are leaving, period.”

When we were coming from Mexico, the situation was
very hard. We had to struggle a lot to cross the border.
We slept for days in the desert where at night there was
a very strong cold, and during the day it was an unbearable heat. We lasted there about three nights and
four days in the same place, waiting for the coyotes
who were supposed to come for us. They maybe forgot about us, because we ended up leaving on our own,
and other people arrived that I don't think were with
the same coyotes who were bringing us through at the
beginning. It was they who brought us through, crossing the border.

And how was the process? Meaning, the coyote
picked you all up from your original hometown?

What happens for us Mexicans is that it works in the
following way. For the people that live further down
than Mexico, I think it's different, but for us Mexicans,
it's like this. We try to move to the border that one decides on, depending on what place in the United States
you want to go to. As an example if you want to come
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to this area in New Mexico, Texas, or Arizona, you
cross through Juarez. If you go to other places, you
have to cross through Agua Prieta, Sonora, or Tijuana.
Tijuana is for California and for other states.

We moved to Juarez, and then we were picked up from
Juarez by coyotes who had been hired by our parents,
because part of my family already lived here. It wasn't
all the ten children and parents who moved here at one
time. First it was some of them, and then others a second time, and others again. As a matter of fact, me and
one of my brothers were the last ones who stayed there
and waited for a few months for my dad and mom to
get some money in order to pay the coyote.
But it is hard. I wouldn't like to go through it again. I
am hoping that my legal situation will change soon, so
that I can go back to Mexico, because I really miss it a
lot. I want to go when I’m legal, so that I don't have to
go through what I already went through, hopefully. I
am waiting for my son to fix my legal status.

How so?

The way that works is if Mexican parents have children born here, when they turn 21 years old, the son
can petition for the parents to become legalized citizens. The age used to be 18, but the law changed a few
years ago, and now one has to wait until 21. I don't
know why that’s the age limit. I also know that if the
parents are legal and they want to bring an illegal immigrant child, they can petition for him or her so long
as they are under 18. My son is already 17, so hopefully he will be able to legalize us, so I can visit my
country again without the fear of having to battle in
order to come back.
And you crossed the border twice?

Yes. I crossed the first time. Afterward, I brought my

wife. She is from Chihuahua. We met in the U.S. We
were together as girlfriend-boyfriend for about two
years, and then we decided to move back to Mexico,
without telling her family or mine. I am not sure what
our thoughts were at the time, but neither she nor I are
legals. So we left, and then we had to struggle a lot in
order to cross back to the U.S again. But that is how
she got to see the town where I am from, since she is
from Chihuahua, and I am from a town 20 hours away
from there. Now we have been married about 19 years.

But I’ll tell you, it is so hard to come here illegally. I
watch the news and I see how many people die when
they are on their way here, and it is so painful. Can you
imagine what it is like for their family members? As a
matter of fact, one of my brothers and his wife, when
they were coming here with a group of people, one in
the group died. My sister in law was studying to be a
nurse in Mexico, and she wanted to help this dying person, but the coyotes did not let her. They said to her, "If
you want to stay with him, stay, but the rest of us are
leaving." To this day, sometimes my brother cries
about it. He just put his hat on his face to honor him,
and then left him. They could not do anything about
it. His wife often feels bad about it too and says, "I
could have done something, but the coyotes did not let
me." So it really is very hard.

If one comes legally, which I would not know about,
because I have not experienced it, I would think that it's
very different from coming illegally. Absolutely. Because as an illegal you have to walk at night, and you
don't know where they are taking you You don't know
what is going to be done to you. You just don't know.
A man maybe has better luck, but for a lot of women
it is terrible. They have very bad luck with the coyotes.
Not everyone of course, but there have been so many
cases where women have such awful experiences with
the coyotes. And I don't understand why the coyotes
take advantage of them. But that is the way it is, and
when the decision to come here is made, there are
plenty of risks, and one is aware of that.
Would you like to say more about your experience
crossing the border?

Well, my personal experience was very hard. The first
time I was coming with my brother, so I wasn't so
afraid. But the second time, since I was coming with
the woman who is now my wife, I was afraid. As a
matter of fact, when we were coming here, there were
a lot of comments. When you get to the border, coyotes
join your group with other groups made of different
people-- women and children-- and there were so
many bad comments toward the women, dirty comments from the coyotes. There were a lot of sexual
moves and inappropriate verbal insinuations. And so I
was very afraid. Maybe because they saw my wife was
with me, they didn't say anything to her. I don't know.
But there were a lot of girls who were on their own or
accompanied by other girls that the coyotes knew were
alone, and they were the ones preyed on. They bore
with it because they had to, but I saw them so uncomfortable with what was being said and done to them.
That experience was very ugly for me. Aside from that,
it was walking and walking and walking without water,
under the sun, and being in the mountains without seeing a house for hours and hours and hours. You just
cross hill after hill, and you don't know where you are
being taken to. All of it was very painful and very
frightful. And I would imagine it was the same for
everyone who was coming alongside me too. Thank
God we arrived here in one piece.

I really don't think I would dare to cross the border illegal again. I just would not take the risk, especially
now with the Carteles. They capture the trucks and
make everyone get out, both men and women, to recruit them to work for them. There are so many cases
like the Tamaulipas case. I don't know if you have heard
about it. 67 people were killed, both men and women.
The video is on YouTube, although I wouldn't recommend you look at it. Women are tied up, and they are all
being executed as if we lived in ancient times, all because they refused to work for the Carteles.

That is one of the many cases. These are all people
who were trying to cross the border to come here. The
Carteles lose a lot of people in confrontations with
other Carteles and with the government. So they recruit the people in the trucks who come from different
parts of Mexico or Central America to cross the border.
Everybody including the driver, is forced to get out,
and they are asked, "Do you want to work with us?"
"Yes? OK, you go there." "Do you want to work with
us?" "No? OK, then go over there." And you already
know the destiny of the ones who say “yes,” and the
destiny of the ones who say “no.” However the ones
who say “yes” don't really last, because the Cartels lose
a lot of people in the confrontations. These people are
not payed, but forced to be with them, and otherwise
they are eliminated.

That is why I would not risk going again. I only risked
it one time, the time I went with my wife. I do not dare
to go a third time to Mexico without documentation,
especially now, because I have a family. I would advise
anyone who wants to cross the border not to. But we all
have to make our decisions, or are in situations where
we are forced to look for a better future like I and so
many other people did. It is very dangerous. I do not
recommend it.

Ideally you can get a visa, but it is very hard to be given
one. As a matter of fact, if you go and apply for a visa,
it's given to those who are financially well off. In one
occasion someone here asked me, "Why did you come
here illegally?" I said "because there is no other way,"
and they asked, "Why didn't you get a visa?" It's like
they don't know. They think that just by going and applying to get a visa you'll be given one, and it's not like
that. The majority of the time, visas are given to those
who own businesses. Supposedly they think business
owners are going to come here for vacations, and
spend the money that they supposedly have. Those are
the people who are given visas: artists, executives, entrepreneurs, people who have money, not to a poor person like me and other people. They won't give us a
visa. And if you pay, and then get interviewed, it is very
likely that it will be denied, so then that money is lost.

I don't know how it is in Mexico, but in Bolivia and
other places in Latin America, $100 is a very high
monthly income.
Yes, in Mexico between $80 and $100 is a very high
monthly income.

So then inside that financial framework to have to
pay say $170-$500 to be interviewed?

That is right, and then what do you have for food? What
do you have send your kids to school, or for transportation? No money remains. Or you could save
money over a lot of time for the visa application expenses, and you are taking the risk that you won't be
given a visa. It is very hard. On the occasion I was just
talking about, this person kept asking me why I had
come illegally. He said, "I am on the side of immigration, but I disagree with illegal immigration." And I told
him, “You really don't know the situation we are in.”
Do you think it's ignorance?

Yes, I do. I have a lot of police friends who come to my
workplace. They know the legal situation for most of us
working there, and they look at us with such respect
and kindness. But the Anglos and the group that call
themselves Chicanos here are the ones that I have had
bad experiences with. In Spanish I have been told, "Go
back to your country." In Spanish! On one of those occasions I was with my brother, and he pointed out "But
you are also Hispanic," and they said, "Yes, maybe my
grandparents and parents were immigrants, but I was
born here." And my brother said, "Well then you should
be on our side," and they said, "No, because I am an
American." And my brother said, "But you have Hispanic blood," and they said "Even so, I have to protect
my country from people like you." And my brother got
angry and hurt. He wanted to argue and even punch this
person. Who knows what would have happened, and
so I said to my brother, "You won't accomplish any-

thing by arguing. You won’t arrive at a solution through
punches, because I bet you that is what he is looking
for. There is no reason to fall into it, so let's leave."

On another occasion, just when we had arrived from
Mexico, we were in the town of Cerrillos where one of
my brothers and I were due to a construction job. We
went to buy soft drinks at a little store. The owner was
a Hispanic woman, and she refused to sell them to us
because we are Mexicans. My brother said, "Don't give
us the soft drinks, but tell me how much they are," and
he put the money on the counter. The woman said, "No,
I don't need your money," and my brother just left the
money on the counter. He said, "Even if you won't sell
them to us, we are going to pay you." She pushed the
money from the counter to the floor, but we left. She
said to us in Spanish, "I don't sell sodas to immigrants."
My brother instead of getting angry, felt bad and sad,
and said, “I will pay for them even if she doesn't give
them to us.” He did it out of wanting to show her that
we didn't care about the comments she made to us.

I have had many more experiences like this. I have experienced discrimination in my jobs, and I have also
witnessed other fellow immigrants being mistreated.
It is sad, but there is nothing we can do. If we do something, we will get the dangerous brunt of it, not them.
They could lie, saying that we are the ones that started
the conflict. On one occasion my wife told me that
those experiences should make us stronger, and as a
matter of fact they have. My wife and I have done a lot.
We really try to encourage our sons to study, and they
seem to be doing well. We would have liked to study.
My wife wants to study, but we met when she was 16.
She was really young and she left school. She says, "I
don't want my kids to do what I did." So if tomorrow
they want to marry or something, I hope they can see
the correct time to do so. But I feel satisfied knowing
that they are in good relation to my wife and me, and
vice versa. I really want them to be somebody. I tell
you, there are times where I work up to 16 hours. Some
years ago, I would even work more than that. I’d work
9 hours on one job, and on another 8, or sometimes
more. I really wouldn't like for them to do the same
thing. Hopefully they will like to study, and be somebody in their lifetimes.

What is your experience being an undocumented
immigrant in this town in regards to your job, your
community, and in the way people relate to you?

I have had bosses, and I don't know if it is because
they are children of immigrants, but they are very
good to us. They really understand, and try to support
us. I had a boss, years ago, when I worked in construction, who employed all undocumented immigrants. He said that he would give priority to us,
because he knew the necessities we had, and because
we wouldn't get mad when asked to work. He would
say, "Why would I have a worker who wants to stay
comfortable, and not do the things that I am asking
them to do, just because they are from here? They
think that because they are from here they shouldn't be
asked to work on hard jobs." So prefered to give work
to us, because we were thankful for the work, and he
also looked after us. He was a legal immigrant, and
was a very good person.

I also had other bosses who were not kind, who were
not specific with job guidelines, and when something
was done they were incredibly rude. They would guilt
trip you for not knowing, even if things were done
without any ill will. This was not only toward immigrants though; it was the environment in this particular job. As a matter of fact, I have not had bosses
who were mean toward immigrants. I have not had
that experience, and hopefully I never will. I have just
had bad bosses, and really good bosses, and I have a
lot to be thankful for. I don't say anything to to the
ones who were bad, but I would never work there
again. You always learn from bad situations. I am just
grateful for the good situations, because my bosses
made me feel useful, and they thanked me for my
work at the end of the day. Unless there are no options, I would never work in the places where my
bosses were unkind again.

What is your dream? If you could choose to study
something, or have a career, or a way to offer services in the community what would that be?

I have always been bad at studying. So maybe not
studying, but I would like to have my own business. I
would like to have a small restaurant. I would compare
the prices of other similar restaurants, and I would
price everything much much lower. This is why: I have
three kids, plus my wife and I, makes five. When we
go to eat at Outback as an example, the bill comes up
to $160 or $170. It depends on where we go. If we go
to Denny's, a lunch goes from $80 to $90. A dinner
there, comes to be $100 or plus with five. I would like
to do this so families can benefit. You see big families
(though mine is not very big, and it is still very expensive) made of six or seven who could benefit, if the bill
would not be so high. Eating out for big families is expensive.

Is your family close to other families? Do you have
a good community? Is it a mixed community or just
immigrants?

My community is mixed. I have family members who
are Anglo. They have learned Spanish, and we have
beautiful communication. I have family members from
here too, and also an African-American brother in law.
I had a really different perception from the one I have
now, of African-American people, just because of the
things that one hears, and for the reputation that they
have, which I know we Latinos have as well. He is
African-American, and he is the best African-American in the world. I wish you could meet him. My wife's
sister got married to a gringo, a real gringo, and I tell
you, he is the kindest person. He has helped us so
much. Economically and mentally, because we have
gone through really hard times, and they have supported us a lot.
So you feel support from your community?
Yes. A lot.

Do you like living here then?

Yes I do. I also like it, because it is a very quiet place,
mainly because I have kids, and it is not disorganized
like other bigger cities. There might not be a whole
bunch of fun, but I really like living here anyway. It
seems like my kids are happy here. Yes, I like living
here, but I also miss Mexico a lot. I dream, literally
dream, that I am returning, but in the majority of the
dreams, I never make it. I am about to get there, but I
never arrive. I don't know why.
So this is going to be read by the community. Is
there anything else that you wish people understood better in regards to your situation, or the general situation of undocumented immigrants? Any
final comments? Something that you would like
people to hear, but that maybe you can't say because of your situation?

Yes. Simply what I would like to tell people who are
native to this place: I wish they would understand us,
the immigrants, more because I think that we are coming here to better this country. We are looking for a better future. We don't come to do any wrong. I am not
saying that we are all good, but we all try to be good.
A lot of people look at us like we are the plague, as if
we come to be a burden to the country. In reality, we
are contributing to the country. We pay our taxes.
I wish they would understand us better, and that they
would support us more. We do have support from a lot
of people, but others see us as a burden, and we don't
want to be seen as a burden. We want to be seen as
people who are contributing and helping, because in
truth, I think that this country would not be the same
without immigrants. I wish they would support us
more, and that they would factor in what our presence
brings to this country. I wish these words would get to
their hearts, and that those who think we are a burden
realize that we are not. I hope they realize that we are
here to help them, and that we also need help.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH MARCELA DIAZ
Who are you, and what do you do?

My name is Marcela Diaz, and I am the director of a
statewide immigrants' rights organization called
Somos Un Pueblo Unido.

Can you talk about how Somos came to be, and
what you guys do?

Somos was founded in 1995, after California passed
Proposition 187, a law that was meant to deny essential public services to undocumented immigrants
and their U.S.-born children. It spurred a lot of organization at the grassroots level around the country, and New Mexico was no exception. A group of
women here in Santa Fe formed a group that worked
hand-in-hand with some advocacy organizations,
based in Albuquerque, to pass a memorial that condemned the passage of Proposition 187 at the state
legislature. That was a very important statement
from our state that really showed our citizens, our
non-citizens, and really the whole country, that New
Mexico is different when it comes to integrating immigrants and immigrant families into our communities.

What issues do you work on today? What constituencies do you serve?

We're a community-based organization that is membership-driven. Most of our members are from the
immigrant community, mostly from Mexico and
Central America, although we also work with lots of
wonderful allies, who are a part of our organization.
They work along with our membership teams across
the state to move forward policies that really reflect
the values of our state. We're working to integrate
the community into the civic, cultural, and traditional
life of our state, rather than alienate our families.
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We work in ten counties around the state. In the
southeast, we work in Curry, Chaves, and Roosevelt
Counties. We also work in Socorro and Valencia. We
work in McKinley County, which is the poorest
county in our state. We're doing a lot of anti-wage
theft work there with them, as well as maintaining
and defending drivers licenses. We also work in San
Juan County, Rio Arriba County, and we have a very
active workers' committee that is a part of our Workers Center here in Santa Fe.

Can you talk about your working process? How
do you cultivate leadership? How do you build
your movement here, and advocate for policy?

We are a membership-based organization. We know
and believe that if there is space for our community
members and our families to come forward, to be a
part of the problem solving that needs to take place
to better New Mexico and make it stronger for all
people of color and low-wage workers, then we're
going to be really good at it. So we do most of our
work based on our membership teams across the
state. Our policy work, our ideas, our priorities come
from our community. I think sometimes half our
struggle is just forcing open a space in the progressive movement in Santa Fe and the rest of the state
for immigrant family members to come forward and
have the opportunity to employ their skills and their
ideas. I think we have lots of them, as immigrant
families.
What are the biggest issues you see as facing immigrants in Santa Fe and in the state?

Immigrant families face the same issues that other
poor people of color and low-wage workers are facing in the state of New Mexico. Those issues are lack
of adequate educational resources, lack of safe and

adequate housing, not enough power in the workplace, low-wage and often time unsafe jobs, and exploitation in those jobs. Those are things that we
certainly face, and that other poor people of color
also face in the state of New Mexico. It's our goal always to work and band together to be able to change
some of those circumstances, to make New Mexico
stronger for everyone.

Of course, those issues are exacerbated by the fact
that we live in mixed families, where some of us
have papers and some of us don't. I have learned an
incredible amount from our families, who are mixed
families, who are really changing the world in our
small way here in New Mexico. In Santa Fe it was
immigrant families, mixed families, a lot of undocumented workers who were really pushing our City
to lower the 25 employee threshold that we used to
have in our living wage law here, to make the living
wage a true minimum wage for everyone in the City.

Most recently our families who were directly affected in the County by not having a minimum wage
that was adequate, fair, and equivalent to the living
wage in the City of Santa Fe came out in force. They
came forward and told their stories. They talked to
County Commissioners, testified at hearings, and
were a part of that process. They put forward some
really important suggestions and ideas about how we
can ensure that once we pass minimum wage ordinances, that we can actually implement them, and
ensure that people's wages are not being stolen, and
that they're not getting paid under the minimum
wage.

These are things that our members were part of. I
think that our members are very proud that these
policies— that one and many others that we've been
able to work on at the local and State level— have

actually not just benefited our families, but have benefited all workers and low income people of color in
the State of New Mexico. I think that's an important
message for our families to be giving out to the rest
of our state.
Somos founded the United Workers Center of
New Mexico. It's the first and only workers' center for low-wage workers in New Mexico?

That's right. We've had a very vibrant and active
Workers Committee since 2003, when we were a
part of the initial push to raise the minimum wage.
What we found was that, in spite of the good will
and the best efforts of our City, a lot of our members
and a lot of our community were not getting paid.
Employers were skirting around the law, finding
loopholes in the law, doing a lot not to pay a fair and
living wage to the workers who are instrumental in
keeping this economy growing and alive in Santa Fe.

We started doing anti wage theft work back then. As
people were coming in to say that they were not getting paid what they were owed, we realized that there
were a host of other wage theft problems, as well as
discrimination, OSHA violations, sexual harassment,
and generally not having job security. These are the
things that are harder to legislate, and that's why
we've created a model here of developing Worksite
Committees in our local workplaces that form as a
sort of union. That’s in the absence of low-wage
worker unions actually trying to organize low-wage
workers in New Mexico, which hasn't happened yet.

Over time, we started forming a lot of new Workers
Committees that actually work to improve conditions in their individual work sites, as well as form
part of larger campaigns to continue

to provide protection to victims of wage theft, and
to continue to provide additional disincentives for
employers to exploit and steal wages from their
workers. In 2009, we passed an anti-wage theft law
at the State level that really took us from being one
of the states with the weakest protections for victims
of wage theft, to a state with some of the strongest
protections. Then we again passed another law in
2013, a very small law that we think has a big impact. That was to expedite wage claims within the
court process, because it was taking way too long for
people to recuperate the money that they've included
in their budget from three months ago.

I'll give you another example of one of the small
things that we were able to do. I think it will have a
big impact. So many of our members were trying to
recuperate their wages by filing claims at the Department of Workforce Solutions, which is administered by our State. It's become increasingly more
difficult for our community to recuperate their wages
through that State system. Many administrative policies have been put into place since this Governor
came into office that actually favor the criminals, the
people who are stealing wages from workers.

For instance, the Department of Workforce Solution
used to accept claims forms in Spanish. They would
actively try to get interpreters, and try to meet a
Spanish speaker halfway. Now they don't do that.
They won't even accept the forms in Spanish or provide them. In many cases, the Department just refuses to implement the law that we passed in 2009
that increased damages from double damages to treble damages. We extended the statute of limitation
from one year to three years, and
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“WE JUST NEED TO GROW OUR
WER. WE DON'T HAVE ENOUGH
OWER AS WORKERS. WE DON'T
NOUGH POWER AS IMMIGRANT
AMILIES TO BE ABLE TO DO THE
S THAT WE KNOW NEED TO BE
DONE IN OUR COMMUNITIES.”

they won't take any cases that go beyond one year.
There are lots of different things that they've done
administratively that have harmed our ability to recuperate our wages. That's money that is taken out of
our local communities, and out of our family finances. That makes people poor. These are hard
working people that end up becoming poor, because
we don't have the resources that we need.

We decided to use the City process in many cases.
11 years after the initial living wage ordinance was
passed, the City process still needed improvements.
Based on the experiences of our members, our Workers Committee and our staff came up with many different recommendations on how we could improve
this process at the City level, and get our City to take
it more seriously when employers were not paying
the minimum wage. Our members met with our
Mayor— our ex-Mayor— the City's staff. They went
a step further, and showed up to these candidate forums, and asked questions of City Council candidates and Mayoral candidates: “What are you going
do to take this issue seriously?”
What was so wonderful was that, because of our
Workers Committee, because of immigrant workers,
it became a part of the platform of many of these
councilors. It raised the level of awareness that this
issue is happening in our city. Now, we have a lot
more interest at all levels of City Government to actually do something about it. When it comes to the
procedures and how to deal with this at the City
level, we've already seen positive effects from that.
And so, we're really about changing

policies. We're about changing hearts and minds.
We're about changing institutions, and really changing the paradigm in our communities. That takes a
long time, but we're in it for the long haul.

Economic inequality is on the rise nationally, and
has been for, like, the last 30, 40 years. There have
been some startling studies on it. What does socioeconomic inequality look like in Santa Fe?
How does it tie into the work that you do? How
does it tie into winning hearts and minds?

grant families really working to make that happen. I
think that we have good living wage policies at the
City level, and that's because immigrant families were
willing to jump in, when so many people think that
we're too afraid.

Just look at this movement. We worked in 2005 to pass
a law at the state level that grants undocumented immigrant students access to in-state tuition and financial aid. We have the most progressive higher
education law in the country to date. They’re undoc-

The driver’s license issue has been used as a
wedge issue over the last few years, and there’s
been huge pushback at the State level. Locally, I
constantly see people who really don't have any
connection to the struggles of the working poor
or other cultures in Santa Fe dictating narrowminded policy. How do you build bridges with
people who have really different ideas than you
do about these kinds of issues? Do you do that?
Have you done that? And, how do you respond to
using immigration as a wedge issue, using poverty
as a wedge issue, the vilification of all of that?
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I think they are two different questions. Obviously,
drivers’ licenses are a perfect example. It's a law that
we worked to pass in 2003. We were the only state at
that time to expand the issuance of drivers licenses to
undocumented immigrants. [11 states, D.C. and
Puerto Rico now issue drivers licenses to undocumented immigrants.] This was the first time that immigration was successfully used as a wedge issue in
the time that I've lived in Santa Fe and New Mexico.

What we say often is that we just need to grow our
power, that we don't have enough power. We don't
have enough power as workers. We don't have
enough power as immigrant families, to be able to
do the things that we know need to be done in our
communities. We just don't have enough power. So
the idea is instead of fixing people's individual problems, we say, “how do we grow our power as a community?” And to do that, you have to be very
strategic, and it takes a really long time. How do we
check corporate power? Where are the checks and
balances? That's what we try to do. We try to use various strategies in order to build up our community,
and raise the level of consciousness in Santa Fe when
it comes to our community.

When we say change hearts and minds, I don't mean
it to sound sort of touchy-feely, although there's always a component of being able to share our stories
about how this kind of exploitation hurts our families. What we really want to show is that we're doing
something about it. We're complaining. We're
protesting. We're changing policy. We're utilizing a
host of strategies in order to grow our base of power,
not just in Santa Fe, but around the state. It's a long
term process. So, that's how we do it.

And what does it look like? I think that it's hard to divorce our community from the broader low-wage
worker community in Santa Fe. I think that a lot of
newspaper reporters, and a lot of really well-meaning folks in Santa Fe tend to think of our community
as very vulnerable, and as victims. That's not something that we believe about ourselves. We think we're
creative, and hard-working. We have a lot of ideas,
and everything that we have worked for in Santa Fe
in the last 18 years. I really think immigrants have
made many incredibly positive contributions to
Santa Fe, and it's not just our labor. For instance, we
have really wonderful community policing practices
in Santa Fe, and I think that is due in great part
to immi-

umented and unafraid. Our family members in Santa
Fe have been out there since 1997, 1998, 1999,
working with allies, working with our city institutions, working with our county institutions, to make
Santa Fe a better place to live for everyone, and to
fight, in our small way, these economic inequalities
that we're seeing for many Santa Feans.

I’ve seen the amazing protests that you helped to
organize at the Roundhouse. It is inspiring to see
the enthusiasm, vibrancy and power of your
movement here.

We have a very solid base, and I think that a lot of
people will be amazed to see the depth of work that
our members engage in. Oftentimes, it's the protests,
right? They're fun, and they're important, but we
don't do protests just for the sake of doing protests.
Protests for us always have to be part of a larger
strategy. So we do a lot of strategy meetings across
the state. We bring folks from our different membership teams to Santa Fe four times a year to do a
big strategy meeting on where we're trying to go as
an organization, and where we're trying go as a
movement, and how we're building power community by community in New Mexico.

In addition to press conferences, and to protests, and
to the policy that we're doing, and to the one-on-one
meetings, and to the direct actions that we're doing,
there are so many different ways that we engage in
this work and change our world. Most recently we
started doing something that we had never done before, working with academics and academic institutions to do reports, to commission or to help publish
reports that show and corroborate what we know is
happening in our community in data. We've had
tremendous success in being able to do that, as well.
We use a variety of tactics and strategies to be able
to defend our communities, and to move our movement forward.

We like to remind people that ever since 2003 Republicans would try to use this issue as a wedge issue
in their elections unsuccessfully every time. Nobody
cared. It wasn't really until 2010, when it was a Democrat who ended up saying that she didn't support
drivers’ licenses, that it actually got traction as an
issue and took off. It was a campaign promise that
this Republican Governor made. The Democrat didn't win, but it's the first time the Democrats en masse
said, “If a Democrat is not supporting it, and youknow-who supported it before, then something must
be wrong with it.” All of a sudden, it became an issue
when, for seven years, it wasn't an issue at all, even
though Republicans consistently tried to make it an
issue in all the elections.

We were not initially prepared for that kind of adversity. It was a very tough time. We always say our
targets weren't Republicans. Our target was never the
Governor. Our targets were Democrats who felt that
it was too politically toxic to continue supporting.
Many of our allies, our tried and true allies, would
not openly support it as well, because they thought it
was politically toxic. But, we were able to hold onto
it, and now of course nobody cares. Even in these
primary elections, as election season starts to kick
off, it doesn't seem to be as broad of an issue.

I always joke about how I would like to put up a billboard between Albuquerque and Santa Fe of the
Governor saying, “So you hate illegal immigrants,
how original.” It's not original, and it's an easy and
cheap political ploy that many have used, in some
cases successfully, in other cases unsuccessfully. I'm
glad to say that I think that when we look back at this
ten years from now, we'll be able to look back, and
we'll say, “No, this Governor was not able to use it
successfully in a place like New Mexico that traditionally does not pass these hateful anti-immigrant
laws. That actually has gone the other way. They’ve
really tried to pass common sense policies that integrate immigrants with broad coalitions and broad allies coming together, rather than alienate them.”

I think that has a lot to do with just our cultural
makeup, our historic, cultural, and geographic proximity to Mexico, and this tradition that we have as
a state. Even in the 1980s, we had sanctuary policies that were much broader than any other policies
in the country. We have a deep tradition of that. It
doesn't mean that it's not hurtful, and that it doesn't
change things for our community, and that it doesn't give our community members pause when it
comes to their place in New Mexico. But I can say
that that movement to take away our licenses has
made our movement for civil rights, human rights,
and workers' rights tremendously stronger. Tremendously stronger.

We've grown as an organization, and so many of
our legislative allies have truly begun to understand the depth of this tradition in our state. Finally
many of our legislative allies have come to the
right side of things, and will look back, and be
happy that they did the right thing. What we didn't
want to see was this slippery slope going the other
way. First, you take away drivers licenses, and if
you can actually be successful at weakening our
movement in this way, and using it successfully as
a wedge issue, you'd be able to do other things.

We say these anti-immigration policies are a gift
that keep on giving, so we needed to get in front of
it as a state. We've been successful at doing that.
We've done that with a variety of strategies, of
course, and with a very strong and motivated base,
and with very strong relationships that we have
built in the last 18 years with many policymakers
at every level: City Council, County Commission,
and State level. I think that it's really hard to undo
that in one fell swoop. So, that's how we deal with
those wedge issues strategically. Strategy, base, relationship, and bringing in allies.

Although, I have to say we had more allies, nontraditional allies back in 2003. We are not exaggerating when we say law enforcement officials sat
at the table with us to help write these policies back
in 2003. So, it was really disheartening, maddening really, that law enforcement, for political reasons, with no good, sensible arguments, came
forward and said, “We agree with the Governor.”
But we knew that this was all political, and I think
that now we're seeing law enforcement-- I mean,
all of the individual law enforcement officials that
I get to talk to at every level say, “Are you kidding?” I heard a woman the other day— she's a police officer, not a pro-immigrant person, not happy
about undocumented immigrants— she said, “but
whatever I think about undocumented immigrants,
I think it's really stupid to take away their drivers
licenses, because that puts me in jeopardy as a police officer. I can't identify the person and figure
out whether they are a threat or not a threat, and
this makes it easier for me to do it.” That's how we
deal with some of the wedge issues.

That's one thing. We have to do that to stay afloat,
to keep our communities surviving and alive.
We’re not going to change everyone's minds. We
have many mottoes here at Somos, but there's this
one truism, which is: oftentimes, the facts don't
matter. We can present our work. We can do our
research. We can present our families. We can do
the protests. We can try to be as strategic as possible. We're not always going to change everyone's
minds about our communities. But, I can tell you
that I've been amazed in the last 16 years that I've
been doing this work. I’ve talked to people who
really had different ideas about our community,
and who opened their minds and their hearts, at
every level of politics, policymakers, and community leaders. I'm always incredibly grateful when
they share that with us, and they say, “you know, I
was confused about this before, I didn't have the
information but now I do.”
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There are people who turn into amazing champions, because they get to interact with our community and see that we're just like everyone else, and
we have a lot of the same dreams and aspirations
that everyone else does. And then, there are the
people who will never change their minds, and
honestly, what can we do? So what? We just keep
on trucking, and we keep trying to grow our base
of both immigrant families, as well as supporters
and allies.

AN INTERVIEW WITH ALLEGRA LOVE
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“YOU'D BE SHOCKED
AT HOW LITTLE
PEOPLE ACTUALLY
KNOW ABOUT THE
REALITIES OF
WHAT CAUSES
SOMEONE TO BE
UNDOCUMENTED
IN THIS COUNTRY.”

Who are you and what do you do?

I'm Allegra Love. I live here in Santa Fe, and I'm an
attorney. I work for Santa Fe Public Schools, for the
Adelante Program. We work with homeless families
in the public schools. We have 1,700 kids enrolled
in our program who are mostly homeless as defined
by a federal law–– called the McKinney-Vento Act.

I help people get their papers, basically. The only
way you qualify for my services is if you can't afford another lawyer. Since most of my clients are
children, most of my clients are living below the
poverty line. They are all undocumented, or else they
wouldn't be calling me. I'm doing a huge project
helping to get students in this city their work papers
and their social security numbers through a process
called “deferred action.”
And that's all through Adelante?

I also work with an organization called New Mexico Dreamers In Action, but it's mostly through Adelante. Adelante is really committed to the rights of
immigrants and the undocumented immigrants especially in this town. They brought me on because
we found that, surprise! we work with the most vulnerable families in the city. If it's a Venn diagram:
undocumented families, the most vulnerable—
there's a huge overlap. They brought me in to legally
advise our clients, but also to be an advocate for undocumented families.

You'd be shocked at how little people actually know
about the realities of what causes someone to be undocumented in this country. The economic choices
and that whole phenomena is really misunderstood,
because of what has been the dominant voice in the
media. The story of the undocumented immigrant

that is presented to Americans through the media is
pretty one-sided, and there's not a lot of explanation.
I do a lot of work to educate anyone who will listen
about: why does someone end up in Santa Fe undocumented? And what does that mean? I try to
bring people to a different place when they're thinking about undocumented immigrants and policy, and
how they can be more helpful, more welcoming in
this country.
So why are there undocumented people here?
Can you talk about some of the situations you've
observed?

If you use Mexico as an example, there's this horrible economic situation going on there. I often times
petition to the government that people shouldn't be
sent home to Mexico. We'll do wage comparisons.
Let's take a client of mine for example, a drycleaner.
She works dry cleaning at one of the Martinzing
places in Santa Fe and she's a legal resident. She
makes a hundred dollars a day, let's say. Well, we do
wage a comparison. She would earn about 10% to
20% of that for a day's work where she's from in
Ciuidad Juarez.

That's the sort of economic reality that people are
looking at in Mexico. There are not a lot of jobs.
Also, in Guatemala, El Salvador, there are not a lot
jobs. That's in part because of trade treaties that we
have: NAFTA twenty years ago. This all contributes
to that. When you try and come to the country
legally— you're standing in Mexico, let's say— you
can't find a job. You're getting ridiculously poor
wages. Things are almost as expensive down there
as they are here. For some people, when you try and
make a legal pathway to the United States, it's either
impossible, or without violating any laws it would
take ten to twenty years.

Our country makes this really harsh judgment on
people who come illegally into this country, but
they're leaving a disgusting economic situation. It's
untenable, and they have mouths to feed. And they
basically face a choice like waiting twenty years.
Wait for what? For a job that's not going to happen? For their kids to starve? So they're making
these choices that I'm not sure all of us wouldn't
make if we were in a similar situation. The fact of
the matter is the border is fairly easy to cross. It
can be a really dangerous journey for some, but for
others, if you have the right money, you just pay a
coyote and come.
I don't know how I would act in that situation. We
pass this huge moral judgment, this criminalization
of the migrant when they're facing these unenviable
choices about taking care of their kids. That’s not
even to mention the violence that's going on the border we share. You hear statistics like 45,000 people
have been killed in the narco war on our border.
45,000. And we're asking moms to keep their children living in that country.

People come here to this country where they have
family who call them and say, “you can get work
here.” It's true. There are lots of jobs, and the jobs
are generally better paid. Of course, there's the whole
issue that people get exploited all the time, but what
does that tell you? To come here and be exploited is
better than being at home and just trying to make it.
It's a huge geopolitical economic problem. It's not
just about one person who has criminal tendencies
who decides to jump over the U.S. border. It's been
simplified to that in our media, and the propaganda,
and the story that's been passed on to the average
American citizen. There's so much more to the story.

You spoke about the criminalization of undocumented immigration here. It seems to me that
there's a dual invitation and condemnation of immigration here. Do you think that there's an implicit setup in a way? To what extent do we rely
on undocumented immigrants to support our
economy?
Nationally it's a big deal. A couple years ago, Alabama passed a law placing stiff criminal penalties on

employers who hired undocumented workers. The
employers took notice. They didn't hire undocumented workers for a fruit-picking season, and the
fruit withered on the vine. The employers had to go
back to the State House in Alabama and say, “These
laws do not work for us. We need this labor.”

There's so much work in this country that will not
get done without our undocumented workforce. We
rely on the cheap labor of migrants. That's true in
Santa Fe. Think about our food service industry,
hotel industry, and construction industry. Think
about the actual cost of orange juice, let's say. If you
couldn't have this exploited workforce picking your
oranges, is the U.S. ready to pay double for orange
juice, because we have to pay U.S. citizens to pick
those oranges?

I don't know how much of it is actually a big plan. I
have heard that mysteriously enforcement goes
down on the border when picking season comes. You
hear all sorts of stories like that if you hang out on
the border— that there are compacts or unspoken
deals between the fruit lobby or meat packing lobby
and border patrol. When they need workers, oh, surprise! For three days border enforcement lightens up.
I can't point to any proof about that, but when you're
down on the border, people talk like that.

As for the criminalization of the migrant, people are
really surprised to hear that immigration is not a
crime. You see this on bumper stickers all the time,
but it's not. Violating our immigration laws is a civil
violation. In fact, that is used to avoid giving people
who violate our immigration laws constitutional protection. It's criminal rights 101: if you are an accused
criminal, all these constitutional rights attach. You
have a right to a lawyer. You have a right to a speedy
trial. You can't sit in detention forever just wondering what the heck is going on. You have the right to
understand the charges that are against you. You
have the right to not to be cruelly and unusually punished. All these are constitutional rights, Bill of
Rights stuff.

If it's a civil violation, those rights don't attach when
you're accused. So all our immigrants who are sitting in immigration detentions are not criminals.
That means they don't get lawyers given to them by
the state. They don't get a speedy trial. They could be
in detention for years and there's no constitutional
violation going on, because they're not criminals.
They don't get constitutional rights. Immigration is
not a crime, but it's very carefully done to make sure
that we don't have to protect them as criminals are
protected in the United States.

What you're seeing is a bed quota that's going on in
immigration detention centers, because contractors
like Wackenhut run them all. We have to keep those
beds filled as per our contracts with them. There are
corporations making tons of money on just getting
immigrants into beds in detention. A lot of them if
they had constitutional rights, couldn't really be
there. The criminalization of migrants is a business.
It's nothing but a business. In any society there are
criminals among everyone. The crime statistics aren't
any bigger for an immigrant population than they are
for citizen population.
What you were just talking about seems unconstitutional. It's hard to believe that people could
be denied due process because they're being
processed as civil violators.

There's this thing called the “rocket docket” down in
El Paso. I went and visited it, when I was in law
school. I sat in, and I saw ten guys removed from the
country in an hour. There were no lawyers. They had
earphones on to translate. And it was two questions,
boom, and they're out. They'll do mass arraignments… I don't know how much of this is happening
anymore, because it's changed a little bit under the
Obama administration, but they used to do mass arraignments. They'd raid a workplace, like a meat
packing plant, then they’d shackle a hundred dudes
together, and over a loudspeaker they’d arraign
them, and ask them to make their pleas. The accused

would get five minutes to think about their pleas. It's
just grotesque. It's all hidden. It’s business.

I honestly think if most American citizens understood what was happening, they would be shocked.
I think that most Americans would want to be welcoming, if they understood just how unwelcoming
our country is. They would say, “no, these are not
my values.”
It's funny too, because Obama has the reputation
of being OK on immigration, but he's deported
more immigrants than any president.

I think this last month in April his administration hit
the two millionth (sic) deportation. That's a complicated headline, that he's deporter-in-chief. I think he
has let down the Latino and the immigrant community in that respect. It doesn't have to be that way.

His administration speaks like this is inevitable and
that they're only pursuing people who are criminals,
but that's not true. Some “criminals” had a speeding
ticket, or a bench warrant over an outstanding ticket.
They're not threats to our society. In fact, many of
them have citizen children who they're raising.
They're contributing. They're paying taxes. They're
not the shadowy figures that they'll have you believe
they're pulling out of the country.

How does the work you do relate to socioeconomic inequality in this town? There are a lot socioeconomic and cultural silos of experience and
power in Santa Fe, and I wonder how that p-lays
out in your work.

I could speak specifically about the work I do with
the Dreamers: it’s helping bring kids who've been on
the margins their entire lives a little closer towards
the middle in terms of socioeconomics. What we do
with this process is we establish certain things like:
they've been here for seven years at least right now,
and they're not criminals, or they're not ridiculous
criminals; they can have little things. We establish
that they're in school, or they graduated, and there's
some sort of academic portion to it. Once we establish those things, the government is willing to give
them work permission, a reprieve from deportation,
and a social security in the United States.
It's hard for us to imagine as citizens what the social
security number means to someone who has been on
the margins without one their entire life. Think about
the application to apply for college at the community
college. The third question is, “what's your social security number?” Now it's a fact you don't need a social security number to go to Santa Fe Community
College, but say you're a kid who's thinking, “oh, I
might start college.” You pick up that application. You
see that. What do you think? I can't go. I'm not qualified. It’s the same thing when you think about these
kids who are sitting in school, and they're making this
compact with their teachers that if you come, if you
behave yourself, if you study hard, you can do anything you want. That's the deal we all make with our
teachers. Around middle school, these kids are starting to realize, “well, that's not true for me, because I
can't become a doctor, or a teacher. I can't have a job
in this country.” And so they figure out despair.
If I hadn't had a way to work in this country, I'm not
sure it would have been worth it to me to stick with
high school. High school is boring and hard, but you
work on it for the promise of going to college or
doing something you're excited about. We blame all
these kids for dropping out, but what's in it for them?
So when we're able to get kids that social, it's huge
for them. It's a game changer. Suddenly they can start
to envision a future for themselves.

What that means locally is there are all these high
schoolers now who are thinking about going to
community college. They're thinking about jobs
they can have. They're thinking of how they can
serve this community and when they start earning
money in their jobs, they spend money too. Bringing them into our economy is only going to have
benefits. They’re not going to be on welfare.
They're not going to drop out and be in our criminal justice system. It’s an amazing thing. I feel so

grateful that I get to be a part of it. We’re de-marginalizing kids, if that makes sense.

What would it take for these issues that you
work on, for the experiences of immigrants to be
more in the public discourse and understanding? You said earlier that a lot of people don't
understand what it's like. What do you think it
would take?

Podcasts like this are a start. Someone might listen to this and say, wow, I didn't understand. The
New Mexican, The Reporter— they do articles
like this sometimes. Honestly, I think you really
need to have a relationship, build a relationship
with someone who's different from you, before
you can start to really feel that you need to work
towards something.

I wish there was more community, more of an opportunity to really work together in something. I
can give you an example. I work at a church called
St Bede's. We do a clinic every Friday to help families through this process, this Dreamers thing.
They called me last Christmas and said, “we want
to help out the immigrant community. We want to
actually do something.” And we workshopped this
idea to do this legal clinic.

I think it’s been really transformative for them, because we work hands-on, side-by-side with these
families on their applications. We've put out forty
applications. There's no way you could sit with
someone and help them with this very difficult
process where they're so vulnerable, and then turn
around and be bigoted towards them. I just don't
think that would be possible. So, I think having real

interactions, listening, and really understanding that
another community has things that they can teach
us, that their presence here makes us stronger, because they have these qualities that we need— I
think interactions that really promote this is where
we're going to start making progress as a city. It's
not going to be a meeting, or one listening session.
It's going to be the hard work that takes time, and is
slow, and can be painful, but that's where change
happens. It’s not through quick stuff. Quick and
easy— change doesn't happen because of
that. It happens slow and painful,
and we have to be ready. We
have to be willing to do
it, and be messy
about it.

“THE KIDS IN THE CITY ARE IN PAIN OVER ALL THIS. THESE ARE KIDS WHO ARE CITIZENS. THEY’RE
IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS. THEY’RE BECOMING ADULTS, AND THEY'RE IN DEEP PAIN ABOUT THIS.
TRY AND PUT YOURSELF IN THEIR SHOES. CAN YOU IMAGINE WHEN YOU WERE GROWING UP IF
THERE WAS A CONSTANT THREAT THAT YOUR MOTHER OR FATHER WOULD BE TAKEN FROM
YOU? THAT THIS IS EVEN SOMETHING THAT A KID WOULD HAVE TO THINK ABOUT? THERE AREN'T
IMMIGRATION AGENTS BEHIND EVERY DOOR, BUT EVERYONE KNOWS SOMEONE WHO THIS HAS
HAPPENED TO. ALL THE KIDS IN THE IMMIGRANT COMMUNITY KNOW SOMEONE WHO'S COME
HOME AND HAD THEIR DAD GONE, OR HAD ICE AGENTS COME TO THE DOOR. THEY'RE KIDS, AND
THEY HAVE TO WORRY THAT THEIR PARENTS ARE GOING TO GET HAULED OFF IN CUFFS BY IMTRY TO PROTECT THOSE KIDS. THERE'S MORE OBAMA CAN DO.
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MIGRATION OFFICIALS. IT’S JUST SO PAINFUL, AND THERE'S MORE THAT WE CAN DO AS A COUN-

“I WOULD LIKE TO SEE AN HONORING
OF ALL THE DIFFERENT THINGS GOING
ON IN SANTA FE. RIGHT NOW,
I SEE IT BEING VERY CLIQUEY, VERY
COMPARTMENTALIZED, WITH A LOT
OF LITTLE BUBBLES, BUT THERE'S
A LOT OF REALLY GREAT STUFF
HAPPENING HERE. ”
AN INTERVIEW WITH MARISSA ROYBAL
Who are you, and what do you do?

I'm Marissa Roybal, and I work for a nonprofit in Santa
Fe. I work for the Academy for the Love of Learning,
and I'm the Program and Office Coordinator, but that
includes a lot of different things. I love my job.
And you were born and raised here, yes?

I wasn't born here. I was born in Las Cruces, New
Mexico. My parents were born and raised here. My
dad got a job with NASA at 18 as a machinist, and it
provided him with the opportunity to go to college.
I came back here when I was about nine, and then
I've been here 'til my mid-twenties, moved away, and
came back.
What was it like growing up here?

The '70s in Santa Fe were a lot of fun. Actually, they
even felt a little sheltered. I mean, not in a bad way,
in a good way. We could ride our bikes. We could go
downtown. We could go in the mountains. We had
a lot more freedom back then that I think kids do
not have now.

I'm just asking you what it was like to grow up here.

It was a lot of fun, actually. Not a lot of opportunities
to do extracurricular activities. Luckily, a lot of kids
skied, and did a lot of other things. It was obvious
amongst my family, especially with a lot of single
mothers, that there was no extra money for that kind
of stuff, so we just found our own entertainment. We
disco danced, and roller-skated, football, and baseball. Just getting together with friends and family
was the major part of growing up here in town. Enjoying downtown. Unfortunately, there was a lot of
alcohol and marijuana use for many of us, and that
changed our stories significantly.
Downtown Santa Fe was a lot of fun. We used to
hang out at an ice cream shop downtown. We used to
sit on the wall. The traffic used to be two-way downtown, and we would watch people cruise at a rate of
like five miles an hour. You'd have people sitting out

I think in Santa Fe people were still growing a lot of
food and homesteading here in the '70s. That's about
the time we started seeing it phase out. People were
able to grow their own food, and so I didn't really see
a lot of poverty in the same way. They probably didn't have cash, but they had property, and they had
food, and they had a lot of family. I've seen a lot of
varying degrees of poverty and wealth. Here in Santa
Fe we were rich with a lot of good food, family, a village to raise kids, and I was lucky to experience that.
So... I forget what the question was…. [laughter]

© Matthew Morrow

My grandmother and great-grandmother cleaned
houses for very wealthy people here in town, so I
definitely saw that there were some differences in
the way people lived. I think, otherwise, I would
have never really known that if I had not had that experience. When I lived in Las Cruces, where there
was a lot of poverty, I had neighbors who had windows covered with cardboard boxes, old wood. I saw
poverty at a really different level in Las Cruces than
you do here.

on the plaza, or around the plaza, and they’d wave,
and you'd see all your friends, and people would be
listening to music in their cars, their low riders, big
trucks, Harleys, our parents’ cars. And it was just a
different time in Santa Fe. People were roller-skating
and skateboarding. It was very much a community of
locals hanging out downtown, so that was a lot of
fun. That's changed a bit. When the traffic went to
one-way, that really changed the feeling of family
and community, the neighborhood feeling of the
plaza. I do miss that, but I understand with the
growth that they had to change that for safety reasons. I remember that being a good time.
How has the city changed?

A lot of locals talk about how people have come here
and changed Santa Fe, but I think Santa Fe's just another little town in the country that this has been happening to. People come here. They fall in love with it.
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They don't really understand why they fall in love
with it, but what they're witnessing is a very, very old
culture, and it exudes itself in every way: the land,
the skies, the people, the traditions. I think a lot of
people move here who are trying to find that, or don't
know where they come from. They come here, and
then they don't know what to do with it. They want to
change it into something that they know. That has impacted Santa Fe, and has kind of changed the vibe. I
don't necessarily think it's a bad thing. It just is what
it is. It happens everywhere.

What I would hope for is a better way for newcomers and locals to engage. That would be my hope. I'm
actually seeing a lot of different shifts in Santa Fe
where this is happening, and then it goes away for a
while, and then it comes back. Santa Fe has had
many, many evolutions in the last 20 years, and it's
happened very quickly. I think it's actually been very
difficult to even acknowledge it, embrace it, and
sometimes even roll with it, but I definitely sense
that we're in another phase of it again. I hope great
things come out of it.

I would like to see an honoring of all the different
things going on in Santa Fe. Right now, I see it being
very cliquey, very compartmentalized, with a lot of
little bubbles, but there's a lot of really great stuff
happening here. I just asked a bunch of friends if
they knew about Fanta Se. Not one of them knew
about it, and I was so bummed that I couldn't be here.
I was out of town. We went last year. It was great,
but there's just a little pocket of people in that thing.
That makes me kind of sad, because that didn't used
to be the case here.
Do you think it's just the growth of the city that's
created that, or is it something else?

I definitely think it's the growth. Locals are going further south of Santa Fe, even meaning Rio Rancho. I
know a lot of kids I grew up with are living on the
outer parts of Santa Fe. They're just busy raising kids,
and at my age, a lot of people are becoming grandparents. Maybe they're just too busy. I don't know what it
is, but I do know that we've got a lot of great cultural
things happening here, and I try to absorb as much of
it as I can, whether it has anything to do with my culture or not. There are a lot of very smart, engaging people doing really incredible things here. I would just like
to see that cross-pollinate a little bit more.

What needs to be overcome in this community?

What I do know about living in poverty (not because
I feel I grew up in poverty: my mother was a hardworking single mother with high expectations for
both of us, so I never felt we were going without) or
on the verge of not having access is that there becomes this level of constant fear about money, there
not being enough of anything. You can imagine. I
know I've been there at times in my life, and it just
sort of generates its own energy and it can constrict
you, and there isn't a lot of room for anything other
than what you've got going on in your world.
It would be great if people with access could just have
a little more of an understanding of those sort of challenges, because I hear a lot of judgment about why
people aren't educated, or why people aren't doing
more for their kids in their classroom. There are a lot
of judgments about each other, and I think that's what
keeps us from really getting to know each other.

On the other side, I think there are a lot of judgments
about people who have access, that they think they're
better than everyone. I think that until people really
have the opportunity to get to know someone different, you just have these ideas, and I don't know if
that just keeps us safe. I've been lucky enough in my
life to be able to get there in friendships, but how do
you get there to tackle these bigger issues? I know it
would take a lot of time, and a lot of love, a lot of
compassion, and resources. A little bit of money.

I've seen what reads to me as this real disparity in
power and narrative here. I’ve also seen that we
are all kind of siloed into little groups here. I'd
love to connect more with new people, but I wonder why can be so hard, you know?

Well it's interesting. I had a Valentines Day party, and
I invited people that I work with. I invited all kinds
of people, and it was funny because I only had one
person who isn’t from here join me. There used to
be a time when my mom and I would have parties
here, and we would have a house full of lots of different cultures and cliques. A lot of natives - when I
say natives, I mean American Indians from the pueblos - native New Mexicans, the Anglo people that
were in the neighborhood, up and coming yuppies,
hippies, bikers, teenagers-- we could all get in the
same room, and have a really great time.

I have not had that experience in Santa Fe in a long
time, and it's really quite heartbreaking. I don't get
it. I don't understand what's going on. That Valentine’s party I had, one person from my office come to
that party, and you could even sense the tension in
the room, but you could also see the moments where
there was some interaction, and it was really great.
It’s exciting, but not until people take advantage of
those opportunities. When someone reaches out,
those moments arise. Those are your moments.
They're like the little golden moments, and if no one
takes advantage of them, then this thing can't happen. And it's really sad that there is fear associated
with being with others unlike yourself.

It reminds me of the downtown neighborhoods when
there were a lot more people with money coming
here and buying into the Eastside, and there were still
locals there. The newcomers would build an eight
foot wall so they didn't have to see their Hispanic
neighbors. I could be making a lot of assumptions,
but I'm pretty sure that's what that's about. “Let's just
wall this up and just not interact.” But then you have
those who came, and didn't do that. Those issues are
everywhere. And what is this perceived thing about
the busking downtown? Have we come to not wanting to see different faces and different cultures out,
enjoying life, and doing beautiful stuff out on the
plaza? I don't really get it. It really bothers me that
the busking thing has not been received well.
I went to some of the City Council meetings about
busking, and plaza merchants and vendors were
saying things like, “buskers are drug dealers, and
pedophiles, and homeless people, and panhandlers.”
What?

Oh, yeah. At the city council meeting, they actually showed a picture of a homeless person, and
the City Attorney in his presentation said, “this is
a busker,” and it was a homeless person sitting in
his little camp out on the plaza.

Oh, my goodness. There was a time when my mom
and I would go to City Council meetings, and there's
definitely a power that lives in this city that few of us
really completely understand. It is very complicated
here. I stopped going to them, because I just felt like
we weren't being heard. There was a time, even in

the late '80s, early '90s, when there were a lot of locals who would go, and we'd be in there sharing our
concerns and needs. We’d get a little heated.

I don't know if you ever heard anything about Debbie Jaramillo, and her attitude, but you know what?
If she were a man, he wouldn't have been called a
bitch, but because she's a woman and a Native New
Mexican, she's a bitch. I loved the stuff Debbie did.
As a matter of fact, she was the spearhead of the Railyard. Her work just took a long time to come to
fruition, but she's never going to get any credit for
it. Other people are going to get credit for it, but she
was the beginning of a lot of great stuff: low income
housing, how we see tourism in Santa Fe, and the
Railyard. As you know, hard work can have lagging
effects. Impacts to a community and those ideas need
time to gain traction.

So, then we can go there. We can go to this whole
sexist thing. What is it about women leaders that
have a difficult time? And she's Hispanic. I don't
know. I could go on with lots of different examples
of how things have gone down in this town politically as well, but I do know that people have felt like
they don't have a voice, and definitely locals have
felt that way.

I have an acquaintance that is from El Paso. She married someone from Mexico. She and her husband
started the Paisanos on the Southside. She and I
worked at a brokerage firm together, and she told me
one day, “You know what Marissa? The Mexicanos
can't find their food and candies here, and they are
homesick, so my husband and I are going to start
with a few boxes in a few of the Allsups to see what
happens. We're going to get the suckers with the
chile, and the lime salt and see what happens.” As
you know, there are about 3 Paisanos in town, and I
know they own 2 of them.

Her kids have graduated St. Mike's. They've gone on
to college, and I just think it's really incredible that
she's been able to do that. But there is a lot of resentment, I think from locals, for the fervor that the
Mexicans have brought and how they have created
their own little community here. I've tried to even
foster a relationship with her. How can we come together? And somehow there was an impasse. I don't
know what happened, if it was a misunderstanding
because of who we are culturally, but somehow, that

relationship ceased to exist. The only thing I could
come up with is there must have been something culturally that happened, that we just sort of missed
each other, and so that is my biggest concern. How
are we going to meet each other if we don't take the
time to understand how we're missing one another?
I think that's our biggest challenge. No one wants to
take the time to do that. I don't know if I've totally digressed here.
It’s a good point though, and I do wonder about
that tension between Mexican immigrants and
native New Mexicans.

Oh, and then the native New Mexicans and the Native Americans. The Native Americans and the Anglos get along almost much better than the Native
Americans and the native New Mexicans, and the
Native New Mexicans with the Anglos, which boggles my brain. (Remember I am speaking generally
here!) Some cross-pollination is happening, and I’m
lucky I have created that in my world. But what's
going on here?

And I get it, I know where it comes from. There's a
long line of history. Native New Mexicans are “Spanish.” They don't want to admit to being part of the
Pueblo Indians, or the Mexicans. If they only knew
how different Spanish is from what we have here. We
are much closer to the Pueblo Indians and the Mexicans than we are to the Spanish, except for what they
brought here: our blood and some culture. But really,
we're more related to the Pueblo Indians and the
Mexicans in our food and our music. So that really
makes me sad. What is that about? Is that really about
how white we are or how dark we are? Really, is that
what it really comes down to? When I think of this, I
feel like that's really what it comes down to: how light
or dark our skin is. That's really troubling. My exhusband has a dark complexion; my mom has a dark
complexion. I've heard what they say. “I'm lucky
'cause I'm lighter,” is what some people tell me. So
when we really want to peel the onion and get to the
core of this, is that really what it's about? The color of
our skin? And you can even look at that all over this
country, when it comes to slavery, we are dealing
with the consequences of that generations later!
I have a lot of friends who are Anglo, and they have
huge guilt about all of it. When are we ever going to
get to some healing? We're never going to get to the

matters that we're speaking of, if we don't get back
to the pain we're all enduring about stuff that happened a long, long, long time ago, stuff that is really the responsibility of our ancestors. How is it
that we're still carrying this? But we are. It's a big,
big load of luggage, and I don't even know where to
begin, except I just try with my interpersonal relationships. I think that's what we have to teach young
people, because I don't know if we're going to
change older people.
I think young people get it, until they're totally
sucked into their belief systems. The minute you start
a family and start moving forward, when you're
going through rough times, it's so much easier to take
two steps back and indulge in what we were taught,
and it's so easy to unravel what we've tried to do differently. Does that make sense?

I've got native New Mexican friends in town doing
important work and they are mixing it up with locals
and newcomers. I know that there is this stuff happening in town, but it's in little pockets. How can
we make those vibrations stronger, and how can we
take that to a different space? I don't know. But I
know there are people out there doing it and we
need more of it!

What's one thing that you would like to see happen in Santa Fe in the next ten years?

More communities looking at really encouraging
local buying, but how do we include people who
don't have access into that equation? Community
farms, to build villages, and to really get to know
one another, and really help teach people that
maybe don't have the access that food is really important, and it will bring to them so many things.
Community health, people watching over their
kids. How do we learn to even give each other license to raise children together? People don't want
anyone telling their kids anything. I remember a
time when, if the neighbor said something, you listened, because they were an adult in the neighborhood. There just seems to be a loss of respect for
one another, and I think that's what I would like to
see: more respect and more community, relationship building that is meaningful.
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"IT JUST SEEMS SO MUCH
LIKE STEPPING ON YOUR
OWN DICK FOR THESE
MERCHANTS TO BE MAKING
A BIG DEAL ABOUT BUSKERS,
AND DOING IT IN THE WAY
THAT THEY'RE DOING IT.
I THINK THAT WHOLE THING
COULD'VE BEEN DONE IN A
REALLY INFORMAL WAY."
AN INTERVIEW WITH JOHNY BROOMDUST
Who are you, and what do you do?

I'm Johny Broomdust. I lead a band called the
Broomdust Caravan. I'm the president of the Santa
Fe Music Alliance, and I'm a lawyer. I have a law degree and a license to practice in New Mexico. I play
the bass. Sometimes I practice scales on the piano. I
do CrossFit at Undisputed Fitness, and sometimes I
do yoga. Sometimes I just sit at the computer and
stare at the screen.

How long have you lived in Santa Fe, and why do
you live here?

I've lived here off and on since about 2008, and for
a while I was working as general counsel for a
company in Phoenix, and spending a week or two
a month there. I've pretty much been here that
long. I don't think I'm going to leave, although this
whole busker thing had me thinking New Orleans.
I need to go some place where they like musicians.
I realize that a few merchants in the plaza don't
speak for the City. Most of the City actually loves

musicians, and I see that all the time. But definitely
my visceral reaction to that whole thing is, "Wow,
I better find a different place to live, because these
people think that what I do for art is the equivalent
of drug dealing, or panhandling, or something, and
it's disturbing."

I think I'll get past that, and stick around Santa Fe,
because I love it here, and I love the community of
musicians. I love the art. I love the light. You know,
everything. I love being in the desert, maybe not
when everything is burning down around me. That's
really the only downside, that thing of there not
being water, and things burning.

Can you speak a little bit about that issue of the
buskers?

The way I've viewed the issue from the beginning,
since Chris Calvert first proposed that ordinance, is
that it's a terrible idea to propose it. Just the debate
about it is a terrible idea. When you have people
downtown, instead of nurturing our musical talent

and telling musicians, "We want you to be here.
We love music. We want to have a hip place," do
this thing where we start looking like we're
Carmel, California, or one of those places where
our primary concern is to make everything calm
and well-sanitized, we're never going to be a hip
town, and we're never going be an inviting environment for musicians.

It just seems so much like stepping on your own
dick for these merchants to be making a big deal
about buskers, and doing it in the way that they're
doing it. I think that whole thing could've been
done in a really informal way. They could've come
to the Music Alliance and said, "Hey, we got this
problem, can you help us figure it out? What are
some ways to do this?"

Instead they came out of the box, amending that
ordinance. Instead of it being about supporting
and encouraging street performances, the ordinance becomes about regulating them, and criminalizing certain aspects of busking. A lot of it was
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to deal with things that are already clearly illegal.
They cite examples of buskers fighting with each
other. People fighting: that's illegal. You can't fight
in public.

One of the ironies that somebody mentioned to me is
that these guys want to categorize all musicians based
on one or two buskers who did something some time.
The reality is that a lot of the crime in this town that's
really scary was those merchants themselves, standing
in the street, in San Francisco Street, shooting at each
other, and that kind of stuff. These people are not necessarily the upstanding citizens that they would like
to purport to be, and then they look down on musicians and artists, and act like we're causing some big
problem that we're not, you know?
What's it like to be a musician in Santa Fe? What
are the benefits and challenges of being a musician in Santa Fe?

It depends on what you want to do. I have a tendency to play the music that people around me want

to hear. What's been difficult is for bands— amazing, great bands like Treemotel, and As In We, and
those kinds of bands—to find outlets. If I were just
going to let my creative energy go in whatever wild
direction, Santa Fe might not be the ideal place to
be. But in terms of being able to make a living as a
bass player, a singer... in Santa Fe, the working conditions are probably as good as most places in terms
of the guarantee you get. There's a little of this stuff
with not having a stage, not having a sound system.
We started the Music Alliance in response to a lot
of perceived problems, and so there was a lot of discussion about that.

Santa Fe is actually blessed. We have more to be
thankful for than we think. But can we do other
things? Is it exciting to see the Jean Cocteau open
up? New venues like Molly's, and High Mayhem?
I'm really psyched about that stuff, and about local
music at the Lensic. I think it's gotten slightly better in the last couple years. I want to emphasize
that there are positive developments. But it's not
what it could be.

We could model ourselves after another small town
like Telluride, where we have festivals, music in the
bars, music in the streets. Everybody wants to be
there in the summertime, even though there's no skiing in the summertime, and it's a ski town, because
it's all hip and there's lots of that stuff going on.

We don't really have a festival now. We had Thirsty
Ear, and Frogfest, and a few other little things, but
those have pretty much fallen by the wayside. So we
need festivals. We need more local music events. We
need Santa Fe bands to have better opportunities to
go on the road. There’s room for improvement, but I
like it. I'm going to keep doing it for a while.
Who belongs to the Santa Fe Music Alliance?
How do you join, and what specific issues are you
guys working on right now?

The membership is for anybody who wants to support the organization, basically. It's a little like membership at an NPR affiliate or something. And it's
cheap. It's 20 bucks.

Most of what we've done in our first year or so is try
to build community among our members, try to build
opportunities for local musicians to play. We've had
seven events, and we're planning another big one
where we've paid local bands well to perform. We’ve
had people come out, tried to raise a little bit of
money, and tried to create opportunities, like we got
the film technicians to donate a big video shoot. Eric
Chapelle just did this crazy modern dance, electronic
video— the song is called "Pink Dolphins of the
Amazon," and they partnered up with NDI. We’re
trying to facilitate new opportunities for local musicians like that.

What I'm most excited about that's coming up is
"Make Music International." We're doing that again
this year in the Railyard. Last year we had As In We,
Boomroots, Erin Bent, Eric George, and some other
folks. This year we're going to have a whole new
lineup of bands, and we're going to try to continue
featuring bands that aren't the typical band that
would play in the Santa Fe Plaza. It's very much a
local thing, and it’s worth everybody listening to. We
do that for free in the public square to promote some
of the live music that's happening in town.
We do that with the idea that this spills over, so that
the next time all those bands play, some of people
who would never walk into any of the clubs or other
venues might go in.
We've really tried to do a lot of stirring things up.
I've never started an organization before, or tried to
start an organization, but I'm learning a lot as I go.
There are certain things you can do with all volunteer, barely-getting-any-money organizations, and
there are other things that you just can't do. And it's
frustrating. I could think of all kinds of things we
could do if somebody gave us a $100,000 grant. We

could make great things happen. I think for having
$20 membership dues from about 200 people, and
whatever we can make at various events, we've done
pretty well at promoting events, getting bands
money, and getting the names of bands out there.

We have a radio show every week. It's always local
musicians. We have ideas for doing more educational
stuff: some workshops and mentoring programs.
We've got Talia Kosh on our board now from New
Mexico Lawyers for the Arts. Braden Anderson from
Hutton just joined our board. We have Amado
Abeyta who's in Sol Fire, and is a third generation
Santa Fe musician. I'm excited about having some
new blood on the board, moving forward, and trying
to figure out how to make things happen.

I think the workshops and education work might be
an opportunity for people to get together and brainstorm to figure out: How can we make money as
local musicians? What do we need to do? Do we
need to go out into technology? Do we need to
write music for video games? Do we need to have
a Santa Fe YouTube channel? And maybe we can
do the kind of workshop where you assign everybody a project and say, "At the end of this 48 hours,
everybody is going to come back with something
that's done and ready to go on the internet, something that's going to make Santa Fe jump off the
map as a place for music."
I hate to compare, but you just have to think: what do
we want to be like? Do we want to be like Austin?
Do we want to be like Telluride? Do we want to be
like New Orleans? Or do we want to be more like
Seal Beach, or Leisure World? I say that kind of jokingly, and you laugh, but there are people up in the
hills around here who have a shitload of power, and

that's their vision: they want this to be a really quiet
little mountain town, where there's not too much
going on, you know? They want quaint stuff, and
boutiques, and the kind of stuff that goes on at La
Fonda, but nothing more elaborate than that. Just
keep it old, and quiet, and make sure we have adequate oxygen.

What is the importance of a vibrant music culture
is in a city like this? People in Santa Fe talk a lot
about tourism, when they're talking about any
kind of development, and tourism, it seems, shapes
a lot of policy, because so much of Santa Fe's economy is based on it. So I wonder if you could speak
to the cultural importance of a vibrant music
scene, and then also where the disconnect is, because nightlife remains a contentious issue here.

There are different kinds of tourism. There's the
kind of thing like Six Flags in Texas, or Disney
Land. Then there's the kind of tourism and economic activity that's drawn from an arts economy,
along the lines of Greenwich Village in 1968, or
Paris in the 70s, where huge monumental things in
art and music are happening in your town, and
everyone wants to be there. I mean everyone as in
tourists from Belgium, and Japan, and China, not
just tourists from Dallas.
We had a major artist movement when Georgia O'Keeffe, Gustave Baumann, and other amazing visual
artists came to Santa Fe, because it was not a sleepy
town. They came because it was a kind of dangerous and unpredictable town, and hip, and crazy, and
there's weird light. They were interested in the
bizarre cultural things going on, in the Spanish culture, in that it’s decidedly not homogenous with the
rest of the United States.

If you don't have arts, and music, and that stuff that's
going to make you local, and distinct, and fascinating
to the kind of tourists I'm talking about, who would
come here and start an artistic revolution, as opposed
to the kind of tourists who leave their insurance company jobs in Dallas for the weekend to come and stay
at La Fonda and say, "Oh, isn't that an interesting...
what is that thing there?" You know? I mean nothing
against those people. I guess that's kind of the heartland. But it's not where I want to be. I'm not going to
stay in Santa Fe the more it becomes that way. It's just
like what I was saying about the busker thing: the
more it feels like this is going to become a place
where “the man” becomes comfortable, the less the
artist and the Bohemian want to be here.

I just don't think Santa Fe is going to compete with
Dallas and Denver, if what we're trying to have is this
Six Flags over Texas, Ponderosa Steakhouse, WalMart kind of economy as the way we're going to drive
our economy. I think we need this place to be much
more like Greenwich Village, or the Bou Bois District of Paris, that kind of thing. This is why I think it's
brilliant that we have gay marriage. This is why I
think our immediate priority (and I think the new
mayor, Javier Gonzales, might do this) is to say to the
world: "Whatever New Mexico is doing, Marijuana
has zero enforcement priority in Santa Fe. You come
to Santa Fe, it's going to be even better than if you're
in Colorado, because we don't have this crazy 3
nanogram and you're drunk on pot kind of rule that
came with the Colorado and Washington ordinances.”
And I just really believe that the more we can send
out the word to the world: “We have a gay mayor.
Our mayor smokes weed. Here he is with a joint in
his mouth. Our cops are super cool. They drive light
blue cars,” all those kinds of things, so that we distinguish ourselves, so we're not like
Phoenix. We're not like these places
that have redneckiness around the
edges of 'em. Even Tucson is a wonderful city. It's got quite a bit of culture. But "the man coming down on
you” thing is why a lot of artists
would rather be here than in Tucson.

It could go either way with Santa Fe.
We could really easily become that
kind of place where law and order—
so-called “law and order”— becomes more important than culture,
and being at the cutting edge, and
being hip.

It seems that there are these worlds
within worlds, in a way, in this
town. I don't know if you'd say
cliques, but little communities that
don't necessarily interact with each
other. And maybe it's geographic:
there are more people living on the
Southside of town than there are on
the Eastside, as of the latest census.
It could be socio-economic. It could
be cultural, ethnic, you know? But
I feel like that plays a role into the
way that this city gets developed.
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So I guess I wonder, what do you
think about the way the city does
development? What do you think
about the talk of development
around Saint Michael's drive? Is
the prospect exciting? What needs
to happen? Do you think these disparate groups can work together?
I've been a little frustrated at my inability to experience culture outside of
white cowboy culture, or young, hip,
white kid, Santa Fe college culture,
and to really integrate into the community here. I think part of it is the
place has been around so long, that the
Montoyas, and the Jaramillos, and all
those folks who have towns around
here named after them, who have been

here on Spanish land grants for 400 years, some of
them feel insular about that. I don't think that's always
true. And then there's also this whole history of
racism, and being stolen from, and being viewed as
Mexican, even though you were here before any of
these white people got here. So it's a really complicated issue how these cultures all come together.

Amado Abeyta is on our board. He knows all kinds
of people I don't know, just because we don't run in
the same circles. I want to make those circles collide. I want Broomdust Caravan and Nosotros to play
on the same bill, or La Junta or Lumbre Del Sol. All
these bands are hugely popular. But then, there's like
this idea that, "Well, white people can't go to that
show." And it seems crazy that we would be this segregated, because I think that generally, everyone is
pretty hip, once you get to know each other. I live
next door to a salon run my neighbor, Olivia Montoya, and we're good friends now, and I'm getting to
know people in her family.

I understand the skepticism, because there are a lot
of people who looked like me, who showed up here
in the 20s and 30s, and just fucked the shit out of
everybody. And so when people see me, I'm sure
they're like, "Yeah, you don't belong in our neighborhood. We know you're going to screw things
up." And I don't know how we regain that trust,
other than we just try to figure out ways that we can
all get together.

As for the City Council, and the way that kind of
power works. I don't even get it. It's just so complicated. But what I understand is that there are some
very loud voices, and there are very well moneyed
voices. I mean, we have a governor of the state who
basically bought the governorship with help from the
Koch brothers from Texas. With the way New Mexico politics works, you've got to factor in that oil and
gas money can always buy something. And then
property money in this town: the people who own
three million dollar houses on Canyon road can always buy something.

But then you can also do things like Javier Gonzales
did, where you get a bunch of young people, a bunch
of hip people, who way outnumber the Koch brothers types, and the Canyon road types, to come in.
Plus, there are a bunch of people who live on Canyon
Road, and all they want to do is support us. They
love us. They want to be a part of what we're doing.
And maybe they don't have the energy to be the busy
bodies at the Council meetings.

Maybe the only solution is to do something to really
make citizen participation happen in a big way. My
personal solution that I keep harping on is: make the
issue in the next midterm election marijuana legalization, and don't worry about anything else. Just say,
"Susana Martinez hates marijuana. Right, Susana?”
“Yes, I hate marijuana, all those people should go to
prison." That's her. Or we have Alan Webber, or
whomever it's going to be, who says, "Let's legalize." And then you bring out all the regular people,
because all the regular people, either smoke weed,
or they know someone who does, or they know
who's been benefited.

Now there are old people in the old folks' home who
are like, "Well, geez, you know, Harry in his last six
months, if he wouldn't have had marijuana, he would
have been in so much misery.” They're starting to
clue in a little bit that this is a big huge hoax that was
perpetrated, what, 70 years ago? We have 30,000
years of human history of marijuana just being fine,
and then 70 years ago, somehow, somebody in the
US decides it's the most horrible drug on Earth.
So there's my political spiel.

And again, about that point of Saint Michael's Drive
redevelopment, what do you think about that?

I think developing Saint Michael's, and building
community at Saint Michael's is a huge part of
bringing the cultural rift together, and building trust
among the various cultures. There are young artists,

white people, black people, Hispanic people, Native American people all in that neighborhood, but
maybe set apart by the lack of community. I think
the way you build community is to do things like
put up better basketball hoops, and do whatever you
can to bring people out of their houses, and away
from their TV sets. Music and art have to be a huge
part of that.
I think not just for Santa Fe, but for the world, the
worst thing that can happen is for everyone to sit in
their own little living rooms, in pairs, one and two
people, sitting there, being fed culture by a box that
is so devoid of culture. Or that the only culture is basically a culture of slavery. It's a culture of "go and
do your job at McDonalds so you can buy a hamburger at McDonalds." What kind of existence is that
for humanity?

Anything we can do to bring people out of that, bring
people together is good. Have a rave. Have a big
music festival. Have a big art thing. Have a huge finger painting thing, where's there's a giant fingerprint
painting board, and everybody slides around naked
until we have a piece of art. I think it can be sports.
It can be stuff around kids. But I think that needs to
happen, and it especially needs to happen at Saint
Michael's, where I think there's a real disconnect
among people.

As soon as you bring people into the big, whatever
it is, twister board, then those people start becoming
connected to their neighbors, and start caring about
what happens in their city, and maybe they show up
for the City Council meeting, instead of it just being
people who are counting their gold coins, or whatever those people up on Canyon Road do. Count
their money.
What's one thing that you feel like really needs to
change about Santa Fe, and what's one thing you
think needs to solidly stay the same?

I know what needs to stay the same is that amazing
light at the end of the day, and the natural beauty of
the place, which I think would include the architecture, and those kinds of things. They are all part of
that stunningness of the city.

If I had to pick one thing, it would be that we need
a friendlier governmental culture, or police culture.
We need to go as far away as we possibly can from
the kind of thing that's going on Albuquerque,
where they're shooting mentally ill people 'cause
they have a kitchen knife in their hand. We need to
go as far toward the kind of policing that's done in
Amsterdam, where they let the tourists, put their
arm around 'em, and have a joint hanging out of
their mouth, and they’re smiling, or good natured
about the whole thing.
That may be a statewide New Mexico thing. We
have a boot camp for police officers, where they're
trained like soldiers, and they should be trained like
social workers, 'cause most of those problems that
they're dealing with violence are essentially public
health problems and mental illness problems.

What are the problems in this town? They're not
drugs. The problems are domestic violence, mostly
around alcohol abuse, and other crimes, violent
crimes, that come out of people being all fucked up
because they're so disconnected from one another.
Instead of approaching that with guns drawn, and
tasers, and crazy scary black vehicles, and guys
with crew cuts, we could be more like people in
Birkenstocks, rolling up, asking, "What's going on
around here, and how can we fix this?" I know
there have been some slight movement toward
community policing, but I just don't think they
quite get it. I think it's hard to get it. It's like going
into the Army and saying, "Hey, we need to have a
friendlier culture” among a group of people who
have been trained, and their primary means of persuasion is a gun. That needs to change in the whole
state, but certainly in Santa Fe.
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“WHEN WE TALK ABOUT
TRANSPORTATION, WE'RE
FOCUSING ON CAR DEPENDENCY,
WHICH IS A TRAP THAT KEEPS
PEOPLE POOR.”
AN INTERVIEW WITH TOMÁS RIVERA
resources out there. Not a lot of access to jobs, not a
lot of parks, not a lot of access to healthy food: people are talking about grocery shopping at gas stations. So it's clearly a food desert. It's a job desert. It's
an isolated area that we're creating here in Santa Fe,
and it's expanding very fast.
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The dynamic that we see created out of that is folks
having to commute as much as 15 miles one way just
to get to work. With a lack of transit service that we
need to have, especially in those areas, people are dependent on cars. There's no option other than driving
a car. What happens is people buy older cars that
break down a lot. They don't get the best gas mileage,
and of course gas prices go up. A lot our members
and a lot of folks we talk to, after doing the math, say
they spend about a third of their income on transportation. We think that that's clearly an economic
justice issue. We certainly don't think that people
should have to work three or four months out of the
year just to get to and from work.

Who are you, and what do you do?

My name is Tomás Rivera and I work with an organization called Chainbreaker Collective here in
Santa Fe. Chainbreaker is a membership-based economic and environmental justice organization. We
have about 300 dues-paying members in Santa Fe,
most of whom are transit-dependent bus riders and
bicyclists.
Tell me about the work of Chainbreaker. How
and why did Chainbreaker come to be, and what
you guys are working on right now?

Chainbreaker is starting our tenth year now. We've
been around since 2004. Mostly, we work as a transportation justice organization. We started with a
group of folks who were facing transportation issues.
We got together, and decided to try to deal with some
of the high costs of transportation. The initial project
started off as a bicycle recycling project, which we
continue to this day. That grew from a very humble,
very grassroots place-- literally operating out of a
storage shed, no running water, no electricity-- to
what we have today. That project now is open once
a week, has about 30-50 people come through in four
hours every week.

We've given out 1600 bikes through the program,
which has saved participants over $6 million in fuel
costs, and stopped about 30,000 tons of CO2 emis-

sions from entering the air. That’s our flagship project. That's where we began, but mostly what we do
is policy work, community organizing work around
transit policy. We’ve been very successful to the
point of stopping service cuts and fare hikes to Santa
Fe Trails, our local bus system here, when they've
been proposed in various forms over the years. We've
gotten folks–– bus riders, people who are directly affected by those issues–– to go out and advocate on
their own behalves, and to start actually building towards expanding transit service here in Santa Fe. We
think we need not to be fighting cuts-- we need expansion of our bus service here in Santa Fe. So that's
a small nutshell of the work that we do.

What economic and transportation challenges have
you run across in your work here? What are the
challenges of being a bike or bus rider in the city?

When we talk about transportation, we're focusing
on car dependency, and car dependency is a trap that
keeps people poor. Particularly what we see in Santa
Fe is people can't afford to live in centralized parts of
town. So they're being pushed out to the outskirts of
the city, to the Airport Road corridor, if they're lucky.
People are moving to Espanola, Pojoaque Rio Rancho, Albuquerque, and commuting to Santa Fe to
work. This is where our homes are. This is where our
families are. This is where our history is, so people
are doing those long commutes. In the city, on the
Southside Airport Road corridor, there are very little

That is the core issue that we deal with, and I think
that there are three prongs to that. The first one we
talked about a little bit is expanding transit service
into those areas. That's the immediate band-aid solution, because we need more transit service, all over
the city, but in particular those areas. The second step
is to curtail the sprawl that's happening in those
areas. We need policies that do create jobs that actually make that part of town more walkable, more livable, a truly sustainable community, and not just
sprawling areas.
The real root of the problem is to make Santa Fe
more livable, because Santa Fe is actually walkable
in some areas. In Santa Fe you can live without a car,
but you can't do that if you don't have a certain
threshold of income. We think that we need to make
sure that keeping Santa Fe livable and affordable for
the people who work here is really what is going to
address the root of this cycle of poverty created by
car dependency.

How do you make Santa Fe more livable? There
is a huge economic disparity here, and even, I
think, a cultural disparity, a disparity in identities. You were talking about Airport Road, and
there are more people living on the Southwest
side of town than there are on the Eastside of
town, but the Southside doesn't have the services
or the amenities or the proximity to jobs. So, how
do you make Santa Fe more livable?

Unfortunately I don't think there's a silver bullet to
that. When you look here locally, Santa Fe is becoming increasingly segregated, and it's happening at an
alarming rate. Folks who live downtown are being

I live in a house that's been in my family for many
generations, and it's what we think is one of the last
densely-populated areas that is still predominantly
low-income, still predominantly people of color. And
it really is being threatened. How do we stop that
from happening? I think that we're working on that
right now. That's a question that I don't think has
been solved really anywhere around the country, because how do you deal with that level of disparity
and segregation? I think the first steps that we can
take are to make the burden a little bit less heavy for
people, and we think that expanding our transit service is the first step towards doing that.
Councilor Dominguez has been working on the overlay district, which is starting to really address some
of these issues in some ways. We want that to go
deeper. We want it to be more community-led. I
think that there is some work that's already happening on that. When we talk about the gentrification
aspect of people being displaced from neighborhoods, that's an issue that is age-old. That's one that
I grew up knowing was one of the biggest problems
in Santa Fe. People may not have used the word gentrification, but that's certainly the phenomenon they
were describing. I think that it's very much at the
forefront of people's minds. It's not necessarily at the
forefront of the politics, but I think that it has to be
in the next few years as the city grows and expands.
You mentioned that the neighborhood that you
predominantly serve, the Hopewell Mann neighborhood, is being threatened. How would you
characterize that threat?

I don't think that there's a direct threat. I think that
what people are feeling is just the history of how that
phenomenon works around the country. This neighborhood is still mostly low income. It's densely populated. It's geographically centered in the middle of
three major arteries of the City. It's accessible with
public transportation, although that definitely needs
improvement, but it's still possible. It's possible to
live without a car in this neighborhood still. As the
housing market picks up, people look and say, you
know, there are still homes here that are very much
like my own. I have two foot thick adobe walls. I
have exposed vigas-- that Santa Fe style that people
talk about that's attractive to folks who move in here.
The dynamics are slow, and they're complicated. I
don't think there is a direct threat coming at the
neighborhood, but I think that people feel, just given
the history of how Santa Fe has grown, that there is
certainly reason to be concerned about how development happens in the neighborhood.

The Hopewell Mann neighborhood is centrally located, and one of its boundaries is the St.
Michael's Drive area. St. Michael's Drive has been
this buzzword for a number of years in the community. A lot of community developers and the
City have talked about redeveloping it. There has
been various city funding allocated towards designs of it. There have been grassroots attempts at
cultivating community goodwill and efforts
around that, and yet it seems to me that the locals
in this area, despite all efforts to get folks involved,
have never kind of been a part of those conversations. So, is this potential redevelopment on this
community's radar? What do you think about the
conversations around developing St. Mike's? A lot
of the conversation centers around pedestrian ac-

cess, but a lot of it has also talked about live-work
spaces, and artists lofts, and that kind of thing, so,
what's your read on that? What’s your neighborhood's awareness of it and feeling around it?

I hear you say that there's grassroots effort, and I don't
know. To me, what grassroots means is that it originates from the people, so I don't see a lot of grassroots effort in talking about developing the
neighborhood outside of it. There are definitely issues here in the neighborhood that need to be dealt
with. There are organizations like ours: we're a membership-based organization. We have 300 members,
most of whom live in this neighborhood, and so we
hear a lot about some of the issues here. I guess I
haven't been privy to a buzzword about St. Michael's,
but we've heard some conversations about it.

I think it makes sense that people are looking to this
neighborhood to want to make those developments.
To me, I think that what needs to happen is that any
change should come from, and needs to come from
the community itself. Anytime you hear someone
talking about wanting to move into a neighborhood
and make changes in it, and wonder why the people
who would be affected by that aren't involved, I
would ask myself: what is the reality of an outsider
coming in and saying, “I want to change something?” I feel like that, to me, is just something that
doesn't sit well with a lot of people. Wanting somebody else involved in your project about changing
their home is a hard sell for people. I think that there
are clearly some issues here.
I think that this neighborhood is actually one of the
better organized neighborhoods in the city in that
sense. When we talk about transit ridership, when
we talk about real community engagement, we have
an event every year around the holiday season, and
it gets about 200 people here, almost exclusively
through word of mouth. They’re all from the neighborhood. Almost everybody walks here. Our parking lot is empty. And people are talking about issues.
They're talking about how the neighborhood needs to
develop, and walkability is an issue, but people are
already walking to De Vargas. This neighborhood
has people who live car free, many not by choice,
because that's the nature of how the economics work
for people, but I don't see a lot of the energy around
development coming from the community itself.
Have you ever had community organizations in
Santa Fe work in opposition of your transportation advocacy?

Sure. I think that there are definitely organizations
that represent different interests out there. Chainbreaker has clearly chosen a side, right? There are
folks who are anti-public transportation. There are
folks who are anti-public anything. They want to see
everything privatized. They love the fact that people
are car dependent in the way that they are. In the end,
the work that we're doing is really coming up against
some of the most powerful lobbyist groups in the history of the world: the oil industry, the car industry,
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pushed out, and people have second or third homes.
You can see the disparity as far as income. You can
see the disparity as far as race goes there. When you
look at the Southside of town, the Airport Road district, it's 80% Latino, and it's overwhelmingly lowincome. A large number of the youth in Santa Fe
(people under 18) live out there. Part of that is because it's growing so fast, but part of it is because it's
sprawling, so people are just being pushed out there.
In the areas that remain in the center part of Santa Fe- the older neighborhoods-- people are being, people
have historically been pushed out, right? That wave
keeps moving forward. I think that our stronghold,
our neighborhood where we have most members is
the Hopewell Mann area around Second Street, and
that's the neighborhood where I live.

who get bailed out, and we get left behind. There are
still organizations out there that deny climate change.
I think that people do have different interests. I think
that running a City, especially one that's growing in
the way that Santa Fe is, is complicated.

One of the things that is very important to the work
that we do is educating people about the differences
there. We think bus riders are the experts of bus ridership. Bus riders know exactly how our bus system
should be run. Unfortunately, folks who make policy
don't necessarily ride the bus. So that education piece
is an important part. We worked on a bond issue a
couple years ago that brought the first park into the
Tierra Contenta area. It was their first real regional
park. On some levels, it's unfortunate that we had to
even go through so much work just to get a park out
there, but we're very happy that it passed. There were
certainly a lot of folks who voted against that park,
though, and I think that's unfortunate. Clearly there's
an uphill battle for a lot of this happening. Definitely
there are people who don't agree with our politics,
and who don't support our community in the same
way, and we'll just keep doing the work that we do.
I wonder where the common ground happens. I
remember that election. District 1 overwhelmingly voted against that bond issue, so I see that as
being a very stark class issue. There’s a stark division there, so where do you think the common
ground happens around these kinds of issues?
Can it happen?

District 1 definitely voted overwhelmingly against
that. District 3, of course, where the park was, voted
overwhelmingly in favor of it. That bond won by
just over 300 votes, and I think our get-out-the-vote
efforts turned out about 300 people, so we're very
proud of that work. But I think that there are some
very serious systemic issues out there. Voter turnout
in District 3 is typically lower. Voter registration
there is much lower, even though the population is
much larger. District 1 has a lot more political power
in that way, and I think that this speaks to some of
the larger disparities that we're talking about here.
Again, I think real progressive change happens very
slowly, and it happens when the people who are
most affected by an issue like that are out front leading it. We don't think that anything will happen
overnight, but we do think that the arc of history
bends towards justice.

I was looking at your website earlier, and I was
very impressed by your values section. It made me
wonder about your process, and how you cultivate
leadership. It seems like you do support your community to become leaders to advocate for their
needs. Can you speak a little bit about that?

Chainbreaker is a ten-year-old organization, and a
lot of our organizing principles and our mission
statement have come through a very, very long democratic process. We're all membership-based, so all
of the work that we do is generated by our members,
by the folks who are directly affected by these issues.

And so, I think we start off with a very global analysis of things. We're talking about the oil industry and
the gas industry, and people who make a lot of
money from keeping us dependent on cars. How
does that really affect us locally? We really take seriously the think globally, act locally, concept. And
we know that we can't stop climate change in Santa
Fe on our own. I as an individual certainly can't do
that, and we believe very much in collective action.
Community organizing has become a buzzword, this
amorphous word or phrase that just means community activism or advocacy, or it can mean all sorts of
stuff, but it's one of our pet peeves. We let people
know that, actually, community organizing is its own
process, right? It literally means the work that we do,
and that a handful of other organizations in New
Mexico do, where the people who are affected by the
work are the ones leading the work.

What would it take to catalyze that kind of organizing here?

I think it's happening, and it's happening slowly. I'm
certainly very proud of the work that we're doing
here as an organization. I think that what it takes is
hard to say, because it's not happening to the extent
that I want to see it happen. But I do think it's happening on the ground. I think that resources definitely need to go to community organizing, a clear

and friends talk about how the City is shifting demographically. Back then we'd talk a lot of about
Canyon Road, and we still do talk about Canyon
Road. In fact, when we talk about displacement and
how people can't live here, I think that is something
that's still very painful and very much at the forefront of a lot of people's minds. So that legacy's still
continuing. In some ways it's changed, but in some
ways it's just the natural evolution of that. When we
talk about gentrification and displacement, it's not a
change. It's just ongoing. It's been ongoing for that
whole time.

I'm still pretty young. I grew up in the '80s. When
you talked about Southside, we were talking about
La Cienega, which we still are, but now there's a
whole part of the city on the way out there. Capitol
High was just built. People were just starting to go to
school there. When you talk about ten or even twenty
years, that is a very short amount of time for a community to grow in the way that it is. Santa Fe is very
much expanding out.

I also see a lot of really exciting work happening.
Chainbreaker is ten years old, so, wow, that's a third
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So through that process, we really found out what
are not just the actual policies that keep people car
dependent, but what are we actually fighting for?
We're an economic justice organization, so we really
take the concept of economic justice seriously. Our

Unfortunately, we have a governor who is maniacally fixated on attacking the driver’s license issue
over and over and over again, but I think that that
goes to show you what real grassroots community
organizing can do, when people are coming out and
speaking on their own behalves about how a political agenda actually hurts people, when it comes
down to their own lives. And there are organizations
around the state that are doing really good work, you
know, there are so many that it's hard to name them.
Certainly, I think that there is not the level of basebuilding community organizing in Santa Fe that
needs to happen, given the levels of problems that
we're facing out there.

organization is led by low income people. We certainly see that there are disparities when it comes to
race, and gender, and heterosexism, and sexism and
all of that stuff too, so we take all of that into our
analysis, and into the work that we do. I think that
doesn't come from some theory, that comes from
people's experience, and it's taken us ten years to get
to a place where we can actually articulate it, and
translate that into policy.

What other organizations in the area do you feel
have a similar working process and values?

The organization that I have undying respect for, and
that we work very closely with is Somos Un Pueblo
Unido. They’re an immigrant-led organization. They
do worker rights organizing and immigrant rights organizing. I think they’re a leader in really pushing
forward racial justice, and economic justice in a very
real and tangible way. They’re a leader not just in the
state, but I think they have been at the forefront of
the national conversation as well. When we talk
about the drivers license issue here in New Mexico,
there was a point in which it was almost just New
Mexico that still allowed drivers licenses for undocumented immigrants. Somos is the organization that
really held that line, and again, that organization is
made up of the people who are directly affected by
this issue. Now that trend is going in the opposite direction. More states are saying, “Hey, this works.”

understanding of what community organizing is, as
opposed to just allowing it to mean whatever people
want it to mean. Funding community organizing
needs to happen. In the end, we live in a world where
economic disparities really cause problems and then
perpetuate those problems, and you see that play out
in the nonprofit sector very much so.
Given the level of resources that our organization
has, community organizing is by far the most important thing that we do, to know that we have the
level of committed volunteers that we do. I think that
this is because people are literally fighting for their
lives and their livelihood. When we talk about bus
service being cut, we're talking about people losing
jobs. We're talking about people not being able to get
to school, so people know that if they're directly involved in that, that they're going to be not only benefited by it, but they're actually going to make their
own lives full. So, I think that that piece is there, but
I think that our whole budget is what some people
get in their salaries, so, if you want to support community organizing, I would encourage you to get involved, and look where the funding is.

What's changed in Santa Fe since you grew up here?

In some ways a lot has changed, and in some ways,
not a lot has changed. When I grew up looking at the
way that the City was, I had a lot of family members

of my life I've been dealing with this, so that I think
is a big positive change. I personally was involved in
the living wage law that was passed here, at the time
it was the highest in the country. It's still the second
highest in the country. To me, it's exciting that is continuing and pushing that movement forward. I'm really happy to see organizations like Somos Un
Pueblo Unido, who were leaders in the original campaign, taking that and really expanding it to make it
more strong, to work more directly on workers'
rights, and to try to curtail the wage theft that's happening in Santa Fe.

Chainbreaker is part of a coalition of transit justice
organizations around the country, an alliance called
Transit Riders for Public Transportation, which is
not an exciting name, but it is an exciting group.
We haven't done a lot of work directly in the last
little bit of time, but before, right when we were
facing some pretty sweeping fare increases and
service cuts, people were facing the same all around
the country in Los Angeles, and New York, and all
over the place. Even though we were still a young
organization, Santa Fe was one of the only communities that was able to stop that from happening.
That's exciting to me, and I think there's a lot of potential here. Of course, it's my home, and it's where
I feel like I have deep roots, and I want to continue
to let them grow.

AN INTERVIEW WITH
DANIEL WERWATH,
ZANE FISCHER AND
KATE NOBLE
Who are you and what do you do?

Zane Fischer: My name is Zane Fischer. I'm a
partner at Anagram, which is a creative agency
here in Santa Fe, and I work as a coordinator for
MIX Santa Fe.

Daniel Werwath: I’m Daniel Werwath. I run a
nonprofit here in Santa Fe called New Mexico Interfaith Housing, which builds affordable housing.
I also am a consultant to local governments on
HUD funding programs.

Kate Noble: Who am I? Concerned citizen, government employee, passionate participant in government. Kate Noble. My job is and has been in
Economic Development for the City for almost
seven years now. What I do is try to find and manage projects successfully, find talented people who
are willing to work hard on things, to work with
and navigate bureaucracy and contours of this
community as best I can to ultimately make sure
that it remains a young and vibrant place and doesn't become a precious retirement community.
And you all are founding coordinators of MIX
Santa Fe, is that right?

DW: Correct.

How did MIX come to be? What does MIX do
in the community? What outcomes and impacts
do you see your work having in the community?

DW: Outcomes: there are definitely more hipsters,
probably fifty percent more hipsters in town than
when we started. No, how did it start? Well, there
was one MIX event before Zane and I were involved and it was horrible. Then Zane made fun of
it in the paper. Then somebody was like, “oh, you
think you can do better?” And Zane was like,
“yeah, we can.” And I was like, “we? What do you
mean?” And that's how it started.
What do we do? We try and connect people. We
try and use leverage to connect people. We get people to donate lots of things, so we can throw free
monthly events that bring people together, but also
contests. We use small amounts of money to get
people to do big things. That's the main core idea.

At the same time, the Chamber of Commerce had
directed its staff to go after younger members. So
I was pulling together a group called the Talent
Task Force, and then Lacie Mackey was pulling
together people to talk about younger Chamber
stuff, and we literally started scheduling the meetings back-to-back for ease, before we realized it
was the same meeting.
The fact is it went horribly wrong before it went
right. It was the most God-awful event and Zane
Fischer, who stood there sweating like the rest of
us unable to get a drink, with a name tag that some
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KN: I tell the history of MIX like this. Right
around when Thornburg Mortgage was imploding
in the mortgage crisis, about 300 hundred young
and skilled people were getting laid off in this
community. That's a lot of good jobs, and a lot of
good wages, and a lot of talent. So we in Economic
Development pulled a bunch of smart people into
a room and said, “How do we keep this talent in
this community?” Well, we didn't come up with
any great answers, but we started to map the system a little bit, and develop an understanding of
the system that feeds young people, and works
loosely to answer the question: how do we plug
people into well-paid, engaging work?

I think it is something that exists today partly just
because four people who worked really well together
ended up working together on a bunch of stuff. For
whatever reason, you never know when magic is
going to come, but working with Lacie and Daniel
and Zane, for at least the first year, was very magical. We all worked well together. Then Lacie, ironically, moved away, and Daniel and I carried it
through that summer, and then we got Zane back,
and it has remained somewhat magical. We get to be
smart and playful and intentional in our community,
and it's fun I think for all of us.
What are some of your biggest successes as a
group, as an organization?

ZF: Well, I think just keeping MIX alive, and continually attracting new groups of people who are able to
extract something out of it— whether it's a resource,
or just a connection, or whether they're able to actually
engage jobs, or go further with their freelance careers,
or start new businesses— that's been a big thing. The
ongoing nature of it is definitely a success.

We're going into our third year now of business plan
and startup competition and the winners of the previous years are all people who are still in business,
and going forward in Santa Fe. That's definitely a big
success. We capture a lot of data at all of our events,
and it took us a while to start figuring out what to do
with it, but it's interesting, timely, poignant information about issues that are facing people today. It
might be about what they need to have a better quality of life, or more opportunity as entrepreneurs, but
it’s also policy questions that can reflect on city and
state government. We're beginning to get bitter—
better at channeling that data. Yes, we're a little bitter about it too, but also better at aggregating it, understanding it, and beginning to use it more
effectively. So that's something I'm excited about.
What are the biggest issues you guys see coming
up from your data mining?

DW: I think a big one that is opportunity. I think a lot
of people in the community feel when you're trying

to get something new off the ground, there are a lot
of roadblocks, a lot challenges, and that's a big issue.
What’s been really present lately are issues around
nightlife and entertainment, and I think that includes
stuff like our liquor laws here in the state, which
aren't favorable for either servers or entrepreneurs. I
also think the lack of certain-sized music venues in
the community are an obstacle to that.

I think it highlights a bigger issue. We look at the future economy. We look at the folks who are going to
be the future leaders in our community. They, right
now, want a certain quality of life, things that we
can't always deliver. I think it's one of the big reasons why we lose a lot of young people.

We’ve collected so much data in the fifty events
we've done that still garner well over two hundred
attendees every month. Going back to your previous
question, that is one of the best measures of success.
I didn't think we'd be doing this for longer than a
year, honestly, if even.
ZF: You hoped.

DW: I secretly hoped.

What demographics do you attract to your events?

DW: That's an interesting thing, and that was the other
part I was going to say in terms of success. The majority of event attendees are in their twenties and thirties, which is a hard to reach demographic in Santa
Fe. That aspect certainly feels successful, that the majority of folks coming to our events are younger, and
there are a lot of new attendees at every event. That's
based partly on our formula. We always move to different venues. We always work with different partners, and we really engage with the folks who are
helping us produce an event to bring their folks to a
particular event. So we're engaging really different
constituencies every time we go out and do an event.

You also started the RE:MIKE Project. How did
that come to be? Did it come out of MIX to some
degree? What did you guys do? What impacts did
the project have? And what is still alive in the
work around the redevelopment of St. Mike's?

DW: I'll start with the first question. I think it was a
conversion to two really big factors. One is seeing potential in a place, seeing an underutilized place that is
at the center of the community, but has a lot of vacant
spaces. It’s generally underutilized, and also has some

pretty economically challenged communities directly
adjacent to it. Through the work we do with MIX, I
think we’ve found over time that we need to create a
space in our community where we can actually manifest the future of Santa Fe. A space where there are not
so many rules about how buildings look, and what
your uses are, and the types of signs you can hang, and
all these things that are problems in the rest of the community, where you go to do anything, and there are layers and layers and layers of rules.

I think, at least from my point of view and what motivated me, it was about this idea of seeing this place
where we could create and start to manifest a new
future for our community. Not what we have now,
which is so focused on the past. Honestly, in my
mind, I dream of seeing that area, St Michael's Drive,
be a downtown for locals, because we've ceded our
actual downtown as a tourist resource. So to me it
was an opportunity to create a new space for everyone in the community to use.
ZF: I think another factor there is that the City made
a very committed investment in the property that was
the College of Santa Fe, where the Santa Fe University of Art and Design is now. Clearly having a vibrant
university is really important to attracting talent, retaining talent, and having a creative, vibrant city. So
we wanted to be responsive to that. Clearly, a university is going to attract more students if the area around
the university also feels like a good place to hang out.

I think, against the odds, we have managed to retain a
lot of talent from the local colleges since sometimes it
doesn't seem like it would happen. You, yourself, went
to school here, and you're still here now. That's the
case with many people, both from what's now
SFUAD, and St John's, and that's a very important part
of our community to me. So, with a university bookending one end of St Michael's Drive, and a medical
complex and hospital, etc. on the other side, there's a
lot going on. It's just a clear opportunity, partly because it's not a part of Santa Fe that is precious. So it's
a part of Santa Fe that is maybe easier to change than
other parts of the city would be.
What impacts do you think the RE:MIKE project
had, and what's still alive in the work? How can
people get involved in it? And who actually was
involved in the work?

ZF: Wow, I'd have to send you a list of all of the
partners, and artists, and musicians, and organizations, and businesses that were involved in the orig-
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accountant boy had placed on us as we walked in the
door, ended up writing about it as being at someone
else's awkward high school reunion. Lacie got so
angry that, to her credit, she said, “Do you think you
can do any better?” Zane, to his credit, said, “Yes, I
think we can,” meaning he and his friend Daniel
Werwath, and then Lacie helped a bunch.

roots of the thing, but if the question is: how can
things be more directly led by neighborhoods? It's
by showing up.
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For instance, I had an interesting experience around
this Night time Economy Task Force, and there's
been a lot of looking to me for: who's in? Who's out?
Who's on it? Who's been appointed? Who's been
blessed and anointed to do something about it? I
don't even understand that, because I think it's about
who shows up, and we need to make it as easy as
possible for people to show up. It is the responsibility of government to try and level the playing field
by going to those people who have less ability to
come to the City Council meeting at one particular
time, on one particular night, on one particular place.
We need to work to do that in government. Ultimately it has to be about people showing up, and
there has to be a certain level of responsibility. That
is what leads to empowerment.

inal push for RE:MIKE, and in the urban prototyping demonstration weekend that we did. It's dozens
and dozens of people including MIX, but also the
city, many city departments, all kinds of businesses
and organizations and educational institutions, etc.

I think we would love to have that be moving along at
a faster clip. The residents would like to see some very
simple safety improvements, which are very important to consider. I think we saw in the last election
cycle here in Santa Fe that probably what was most
successful is that the idea has taken hold citywide, and
all of the candidates felt the need to address it. By and
large, they all were saying they were in favor of seeing something happen on St Michael's Drive. There
being some political will is really important. Although
St. Michael's Drive is not an area where the city is
property owner, it's still going be a very significant
player in terms of considering zoning overlays, investing in the kind of safety infrastructure that's going
to allow people to walk across St Michael's to get to
school, or to go grocery shopping, or something like
that. I think that's really important, and the City can
consider leveraging significant private investment at a
relatively low cost to itself.
That's one of the tracks that we're on, and then we do
have a couple of other things that we're rolling out this
year to try to move forward in some small ways, just
around solidifying the identity, and representing some
of the potential for St Michael's. It's a slow process,
but when you're looking at something like that, you're
definitely thinking relatively far into the future.

So I interviewed Tomás Rivera of Chainbreaker,
which is a wonderful nonprofit that operates in
neighborhoods very near to St Michael's Drive.
Neighborhoods that are some of the poorest
neighborhoods, and also the last centrally located,
population-dense, Hispanic-majority neighborhoods in Santa Fe.

I asked him about his thoughts on the redevelopment of St. Mike’s, and one of the things that he
said is that he thought that any efforts to redevelop a neighborhood need to be spearheaded by
people who live in the neighborhood, because
they're the experts on the neighborhood, in the
same way that bus riders are the experts on transit. What do you think of this? How many folks
who live right by St. Mike’s were actually engaged in this process? In general how can development efforts in Santa Fe be led by the
communities that are most affected by proposed
changes, that would be impacted by something
like redevelopment? Does that make sense?

DW: Sure. Tomás has strong opinions. I wouldn't
necessarily defer to him as an expert in community

redevelopment. We tried a lot to engage with them in
the process of working with that community. I would
point out that there are several neighborhoods that
have constituency and stakeholdership with St
Mike's. And, really, the stuff that we're working with
doesn't touch those neighborhoods, because we're
just looking at commercial properties on St
Michael's Drive. So it's kind of a different thing.
But to that end, we did door-to-door interviews, and
surveys, and held several events in the neighborhood.
We actually worked really hard to try and develop a
constituency, because I think even in the planning
stages, you can do the best things, you can have the
best laid plans, but the reality is that there's a political
process that follows all that, and all bets are off, right?
That's when people do have to show up and advocate.

I think actually one of the best outcomes we have
from RE:MIKE is data, and we did a really, really
good job of gathering data in that neighborhood. We
have survey data from a couple hundred residents
out of six hundred in that neighborhood, which is
pretty high statistically. So I think we have a pretty
clear idea of what the issues are.

Certainly, constituencies need to be engaged. I would
take issue a little bit with the idea that… Sure, bus
riders know best how to schedule public transit.
They don't necessarily know best how to leverage
federal funding to fund the buses that actually run,
right? They need different pieces. You need different people working on different pieces. In a lot of
ways I think we worked on one piece, and that one
piece was engaging people around thinking creatively and constructively about the future of that
neighborhood that included folks in the neighborhood where Tomás works, but also in other neighborhoods, as well as community-wide.

That's another thing. It isn't just Hopewell that
should have the influence over what happens in St
Mike's. I think from our point of view, what we want
to see is that whatever change comes to St Mike's,
that there aren't unintended consequences that displace people in Hopewell. We want to incentivize
things to positively affect people in that neighborhood, like creating more economic opportunity, creating social services or changes to the road that
increase safety for kids who walk across that street
everyday to go to school, right? Those are the types
of things that can be built into the approach that are
very important in terms of protecting those constituencies. And I think we got really good information around that stuff.

KN: I really think it's all about who shows up, and
there are a lot of reasons why people don't show up.
Those get to the socioeconomic roots and cultural

I always go back and forth between agreeing with the
“how do we empower neighborhoods more” advocates, people who want to empower neighborhoods
more, and frustrated with the “government needs to
do it for us” that almost seems to come as well. I need
concrete ideas, not just the ethereal, “you need to
make it easier.” Well what does that mean, and are
you willing to take responsibility for organizing people from the neighborhood to be somewhere at a certain time? Because that gives me as a government
worker the tools to get elected officials there, get senior staff there. I don't like when it just remains the
“we need this to be better, and we need more of this,
and the government needs to fix it.” Well, help. Help
fix it, because it is about who shows up.

I think there's a difference between participants
and collaborators, you know? When you look at
like civic processes in the City, there's a real class
divide in terms of who's active, and who's educated
about how to advocate for themselves. Something
that comes up for me is how do you do more than
just get the data from people, and just find out what
they want? How do you invite people to be active
collaborators if they're from relatively disenfranchised populations in this town? What are your
thoughts on this? I could get into economic disparity in the City, but do you know what I mean?
ZF: Well, sure. I mean obviously there's economic
disparity all over the place. It’s growing at an alarming rate all over the country, and for quite some time,
just as it has been in Santa Fe. And that's a game that
is particularly rigged so that the people on the disadvantaged end, you know, the 99% are specifically
made unable to be collaborators, because they have
to work. There's not childcare. It's not easy to participate in things outside of being the disadvantaged
workforce that provides the wealth for everybody
else. So it is certainly a tricky one. You do what you
can to invite people in.

We're trying to use whatever credibility we have as
having pushed this process forward to say, “look,
when you're creating languages for regulations like
this, and you're thinking about how to incentivize private developers or something like that, well, maybe
don't incentivize climbing gyms, but do incentivize
the inclusion of cooperatives or affordable store front.
Make it clear if you're looking at a resolution like this
that the City government is going to look at innovation and entrepreneurial opportunities from a lens that
prioritizes social justice and equal opportunity.” What
we're doing right now on the follow-up end is just
trying to make sure that any proposals to the City that
come forward are full-bodied in their perspective, in
view of the neighborhood, and aren't just sort of
generic like, “oh, you know we lifted this resolution
language from Oregon, and we lifted those from
Philadelphia, and we copied and pasted it into a
neighborhood redevelopment plan.” We want to
make sure that it is involved and centered around the
people who are there in all the neighborhoods, and
the business owners, and even the transient students
who may not necessarily be there permanently, but
also are a representational force. I think that's one of
things that we're trying to do from our end. Do you
want to speak more to that, Dan?

DW: Yeah, at this point, we're just volunteers working on this idea, and we're looking at a really long
time frame. And we do, because of the work we've
done, and because of the type of work we do. I work
in community development. That's my field: affordable housing, economic development. Because of
that, we have an opportunity to bring specific things
to the table, when changes become ordinance. That's
a huge opportunity and responsibility, and that's
frankly why we spent so much time trying to gather
information in different ways.

Specifically to empowering communities— I think
one of the things that we did that is a step in the direction— and there needs to be more, and it's the type
of thing that I think groups like Chainbreaker could
really do a great job at— is working with folks to explain to them how the political process works in their
community, and how to influence decisions. The challenges in that particular neighborhood in Hopewell
are big. It has a disproportionate amount of the affordable housing in our community, which means that
a lot of the housing is controlled by a relatively small
number of people. There are a lot dense multi-family
projects. It's also very transient in those projects, and
so you have people turning over very quickly.

It's really hard to engage constituencies to represent
themselves. You add together being very busy working multiple jobs, having kids, and it becomes really
hard. But spending time and education about: how
do you contact a City Councilor? How do you find
out who your City Councilor is? How do you show
up at a City Council meeting, you know? In Santa
Fe you can do that regardless of your immigration
status, regardless of all these things, and your voice
matters, and your voice is going to get heard, which
is a very unique thing in a lot of communities, and
something that's very empowering.

My own personal experience of working with a GED
class that the Community College runs in that neighborhood— I visited them a few times, and even
brought the Mayor into speak to them— was that they
were genuinely amazed at the simplicity with which
you can access your politicians, these people who
make these decisions. So the combination of empowering folks into the process, to demystify the process,
combined with what I think we take as a very serious
responsibility to represent the genuine information
that we gathered from them through surveys, and
through public meetings, and different things that
we've done, far surpass anything that's done in a normal redevelopment. Honestly, when those things go
forward, we have contacts. We have key contacts. We
have people in those neighborhoods that can be the
people that get reached out to when the City starts
having those formal meetings around planning. Those
key folks can really rally people in their neighborhoods, and I think that's a huge opportunity, and stuff
that we've laid the groundwork for.
I recognize that education about engaging in civic
processes in a city like Santa Fe is very important,
because you really can make impact at the City
Council level, without a doubt. But do you think
that's the most important way for people to
change their circumstances in the city, or do you
think that there are other ways of building community support to change quality of life issues, inequality, those kinds of things? Do you think most
of it lies at the legislative power of the City Council or do you think that there are other ways?

DW: That's a way bigger question than the one I was
just answering. I think that for what we're trying to
do, which is engage people around a very specific
type of public planning process that results in a very
specific product, which is some type of zoning designation, yeah, getting them engaged and comfortable with public meetings and showing up at city
council hearings, those are the best ways that they're
going to be able to protect their interests. Outside of
that, I think you have to have some genuine organization from within those constituencies that motivates not just the one person who knows what the
city council meeting is, but their friends, and their
collaborators to come and represent themselves in
those circumstances.

There are lots of different ways. One of the big
things that would be really helpful is to create neighborhood associations in those neighborhoods. Every
other neighborhood in Santa Fe basically has a
neighborhood association. They could really join together. That could create its own authentic momentum, and really drive itself in its own direction
around bigger community issues, not just the issues
of redevelopment, but of public safety, and the lack
of access and resources that they have, the lack of
choice in housing. A lot of people end up in that
neighborhood as a housing of last resort. There are
no open slots in any other affordable housing and
that's how they end up there. That's a challenge.
Can you just talk a little bit about how neighborhood associations function?

DW: Oh, all kinds of different ways. Generally
they're enabled under a city ordinance that allows
them to organize and form. They generally allow for
one person to go to public meetings and speak on behalf of a large group of people with authority. I think
in their best sense, they can operate as an institutional memory for a neighborhood, where you have
people that are motivated to engage people working
on things, and have an entity that lives in and of itself, no matter who lives there at the time, or that
there's a history and organization to it, and a group of
people that can advocate for themselves.

How can we bridge the worlds within worlds that
exist in Santa Fe: socioeconomic worlds, cultural
worlds, cliquey worlds? On a socioeconomic level,
I think of the 2012 municipal election on the bond
ordinances. Do you know what I'm talking about,
especially around the public parks? I remember
polling results for District 1, and seeing how overwhelmingly they voted against the Southside public park. So, it seems like there are some issues
where there are real sorts of socioeconomic class
divides, polar opposite clashes. Do you think that
there are ways of bridging those divides, or do
you think that they’ll always function in an oppositional way in the city?

DW: I wish that it were as simple as socioeconomic
divides in our community. I think there are cultural
divides. I think there are age divides, and I think a lot
of those line up with money. I think looking at any
one of those is a simplistic way of understanding the
divides in the community in terms of the challenges
that we face when we look at building a future. The
problem is that people with money have time to show
up City Council meetings, and the working class
folks generally don't. That's an ongoing problem.

Creating more interaction, creating awareness
around the disparities in the community, I think, is a
big part. A lot of the poorest, most vulnerable people
in our community live in shadow. Their problems
aren't visible. Their problems don't show up at City
Council meetings. I think those are all really key issues that need to be addressed. But I don't think
there's a magical way to create harmony among
varying cultures, and varying economic statuses, and
varying age groups. Zane does though.

ZF: No, I don't necessarily believe that. If we're not
talking about revolution, and we're talking about
working with the situation that we have, then just because the middle class is disappearing in this country as a whole, doesn't mean that we have to sit back
and watch it disappear in this community. Kate can
probably speak to this better than I can. I believe that
if we are able to create more opportunity for decent
paying jobs in areas that are maybe outside of
tourism and the arts, and have more manufacturing,
tech, green industry jobs that have tracks built into
them for training and skill development, where people can rise up through a pay grade, I think that does
actually tend to make a big difference in terms of the
overall harmony, and possibility, and potential inside
of a community.

When people see a ladder, they're often interested
in exploring it. When we have more people in the
middle, those people tend to be sensitive to both
sides. It might be people who are doing okay, but

know very well what it's like to be poor, as opposed
to people who sometimes are wealthy, and sometimes have no idea what it's like to be poor. So I do
think that there are some basic economic development steps that can be helpful in terms of giving a
community a little more unity, and less of a divide.
Am I shooting too high for save the world through
economic development?
DW: Not at all.

KN: I think it's relatively clear throughout human
history that when the middle class is strong, humans
do better. I mean it's so basic that the idea that we
shouldn't all fight for the most robust middle class
we could possibly have, confuses me. I do think that
the more you can level out the economics of it, and
the more opportunity you can provide, there can be
more space for the conversations about cultural
backgrounds, cultural differences, different cultural
understandings and priorities, which I've learned
should be singular, always.
I believe the original question was, “how can these
things be bridged?” I do think that Santa Fe has wonderful social moments where these things can be
bridged. The burning of Zozobra is one where there's
just absolutely everybody out there andDW: Baseball games.

KN: Baseball games are another important community activity. There can be so many, even the firefighters, and I think it was sponsored by Christus
Family Fun day. I mean, it was awesome, and everybody was there that has kids. Maybe that's it's own
divide sometimes.

I actually think that there's a huge amount in the benefits of socializing. My friend and schoolmate, Seth
Biderman, wrote very articulately about how we
were all the same in elementary school, and junior
high, and even high school, when we all partied together. And as you get older, and fall into jobs that
may be defined by your class background, or educational expectations that are attached to that, or any
number of other sort of cultural influences, we start
to get more divided. But, as my friend, Zane Fischer,
has often said, we also hang out across age lines. Old
people do hang out with young people in Santa Fe,
and young people do hang out with old people, and
there's not so much of, “Well, that person is ten years
older than me so we don't hang out.” We do, and it's
very interesting. I think that all of the economic stuff,
and even cultural stuff can be checked at the door for
certain social events. That’s the power of socializing. All of us at Santa Fe High were partying together, even if some of us went into AP classes, and
others went into a different type of class during the
school day, there was a great leveler in going out and
letting off steam.
I think that there are a lot of opportunities, but we
can do more. We need more events on the Southside,
right?
DW: We need more venues on the Southside.

KN: We need more venues on the Southside. We
need more going in that direction because, it is too
often just that people live on the Southside, because
that's the only place that they can afford, and they
work in a hotel downtown. Anyone who lives on the
North or Eastside doesn't necessarily go to the Southside, because why would you go there? Except
maybe to go to Target or something.
I see a real opportunity always in people having fun
together, and that can be unstructured, or it can more
formal where there are activities for people to learn
about each other and talk about their issues. It seems
as if everybody is hungry for that, and there's precious little of it actually being organized and executed. Of course, when it is organized and executed,
it's really hard to get anybody to actually come. But
I do think that's an opportunity.
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“WE NEED TO BE MORE WORKED
UP. WE SHOULD BE MORE
WORKED UP IN A LOT OF
PLACES, NOT JUST SANTA FE,
BUT THERE'S A LOT OF
POSITIVITY IN THIS TOWN THAT
COULD STAND TO BE BALANCED
OUT WITH A LITTLE MORE
HOSTILITY.”
AN INTERVIEW WITH HOUSTON JOHANSEN AND ROBERT SOBEL

Who are you and what do you do?

Robert Sobel: My name is Robert Sobel. I'm a Santa
Fe resident, and I'm currently a student at St. John's
College in their graduate program, pursuing a degree
in Liberal Arts.

Houston Johansen: My name's Houston Johansen.
I was born and raised here in Santa Fe, and I currently pay my bills by doing financial research for a
company called OTR Global. I do other things in
town that are more interesting and useful to society,
sometimes.
Like what?

HJ: I ran for city council two years ago. That was
pretty useful and productive, I thought. At least interesting. I'm on the board of Solace, that's certainly
good, good work we do.
What's Solace, for people who don't know what it is?

HJ: It's a trauma crisis treatment center. People who
are victims of sexual violence, or war, or car crashes,
can come in and get treatment for their trauma to
help them get on with their lives. It’s really important
work out there. And I have a lot of good friends, and
I hang out with them a lot, and I feed them a lot of
dinners, which everyone seems to enjoy, I think. Oh,
and I'm planting a garden this year, and if it works,
that will be very good.
You both are from Santa Fe, born and raised, no?
RS: No.

Where are you from, Robert?

RS: I'm originally from New York City. I moved to
Santa Fe when I was seven years old in 1996. In
terms of the greater New Mexico mentality, you have
to constantly say that as a caveat, even though the
majority of my childhood was here. There's a difference between literally born here or having generations of families here, versus moving here as a child.
But do you consider yourself a native New Mexican?
RS: No. Not really. I don't know. Do you consider
yourself a native New Mexican?

HJ: Yeah, absolutely. Totally. I was born and raised
here all my life, and I came back here, and I feel
pretty at home here and pretty comfortable here, so
yeah. New Mexican through and through, with
maybe just a hint of Texan from all the time I spent
in Texas.
So, what was it like growing up here?

RS: Pretty fantastic. We have lots and lots of nature,
which is nice. I went on some hikes, played sports. We
have all four seasons, so I got to ski when it was winter, and play soccer when it wasn't, and play tennis
when I wasn't doing that. I think for a young, energetic,
rambunctious child, I couldn't pick a better place.
What about you Houston?

HJ: Well for me, it was even a little more interesting
in the sense that I grew up out of town in an off the

grid house, and I went to an expensive elementary
school of questionable value, to be fair. I remember
having a lot of fun, but it was kind of weird growing
up out of town in this off the grid house, and all the
restrictions that came with that.
RS: What's interesting is that he was off the grid,
but I actually lived literally eight minutes walking
distance from my elementary school, my middle
school, my high school, and now my college. I went
to Rio Grande, which was a couple hundred yards
from Prep. I went to Prep, which is a couple hundred
yards from St. Johns. Now I'm at St. Johns, so literally the bulk of my greater education is within a halfmile radius of each other.
Why did you stay here, what do you get from living here, what's it like to live here now?

HJ: Well, it's very comfortable here. That's a big, a big
motivator for staying. This can be dangerous, but it's
comfortable, and I have a lot of friends here, and I have
a lot of friends who've really put a lot of effort into really creating their own fun. Santa Fe is not a bustling
hub of activity, at least for the kinds of activities that I
mostly want to do with my fun time. On the flip side,
I've gotten a lot of opportunities here in a more professional sense that I don't know I would've gotten in
other places. That's been really good. But fun-wise,
there’s not a lot to do, but we have a lot of good friends.
We're really committed to creating our own fun, which
is in many ways cooler than going out to lots of bars.
A lot of things we do are much more unique, which
makes it increasingly more appealing to stay here. In
the three years I've been back, things have gotten better and better, professionally and socially.

RS: Well, I did get the opportunity to do some traveling and some schooling outside of the state, which
Houston also got to do for a number of years. I went
to school in California for four years. I studied film
studies and got a bachelors degree from Chapman
University. Then I went on to travel to China, and
just spent a nice chunk of time out of the state. I
thought it was a good breather. It wasn't as if I graduated from high school, and then stuck around. I did
take the opportunity to leave and see what the world
was like outside of the interesting and eclectic, but
ultimately small bubble of Santa Fe.

I did return in large part for the same reasons that
Houston returned, namely friends and family, an
amazing network of people, and it's hard to replicate that. In addition to that, I did make friends in
college that will continue to be my friends for many
years to come, but not of the same caliber as the
friends that I made in Santa Fe growing up. It is interesting that there's a pretty decent number of us
that decided to stay, and I think that some of us
have trickled back faster than others, but it seems to
keep happening.

In addition to that, there are opportunities that are
pretty great. I came back. Within a month, I applied
for an internship at the Santa Fe Reporter, and in less
than two weeks, I was getting in the print edition of
the paper. If I had been in New York City, or if I had
been in L.A., or if I had been in Boston, or any major
city, what would be the chances of getting in a newspaper, an alternative weekly newspaper within a
month of being back in town? That sort of thing just
doesn't happen often in other places. If you want to
write, there's an opportunity to work for a pretty respectable newspaper. If you want to get involved in
art, Meow Wolf is available, and people can involve
themselves in art installations. If you want to work
for a business, a data collection firm, you can be in
charge of that, which is what Houston's doing right
now. I don't know if data collection's exactly the
right phrasing of it, but you know.

Long story short, I think all of us have actively pursued opportunities that are available to us here that
aren't in other places, and the speed at which we're
able to access that sort of work, and the opportunity
that ends up coming out of those work environments
is pretty unique, I think. In addition to that, St. John's
is right down the street. It's a pretty. It's internationally known, and it's a school with quite a lot of
weight to it. They have great professors, mathematicians, scientists, people who have done all sorts of
interesting work within the academic field, and it's
right down the street from where I grew up. My tutors when I was eleven years old, and having trouble
with algebra were students at St. John's. So I've always had fairly direct access and connection to that
school. There have been a number of different
things, environmental factors like work and school,
but also friends and family that have brought me
back here.

Do you think that we're lucky being twenty-somethings and having professional careers like this,
or do you think that it is easier here?

HJ: In Santa Fe, without question, it is hard to find a
job that is detached from government, tourism, or
restaurants. That being said, you know, not everyone
who is not working a “professional job” wants one.
There are plenty of artists and others who are content
waiting tables, or working in some gallery, or any of
those things, even if it's just working at the front desk
of a gallery, nothing too in-depth. Which is fine, as
long as they're happy with it. We don't necessarily
have a big professional base here, or a higher wage,
more career-oriented professional business environment here. I do consider myself slightly lucky that I
found this job at OTR. It was sort of a diamond in the
rough on Craigslist that day. But again, not everybody
wants that, and I think there are plenty of people who
would think my job is hellish. And, some days it is.
Some days it's great. When the phones go down, it's a
real nightmare, but it's mostly pretty good.

RS: I want to speak to this whole thing about it being
comfortable. Comfort can be a little bit dangerous,

and you need to take that into account. I have friends
who come in and visit, usually around the holiday
times. If I'm around, I hang out with them. We both
have friends who are doing work in Washington.
Maybe they're affiliated with god knows what political thing, or they're involved in real estate in New
York, or they're involved in some sort of educational
consulting going on in D.C. The way in which they
describe their lifestyles there… it's intense. It's exhausting. They're working really hard, and they're
competing with large droves of, ambitious, competitive young people.

Yes, Houston's employed. Yes, I get to go to school
right now, but what do you gain by being here, and
conversely, what do you lose by not being in a bigger place like Manhattan, or D.C.? What opportunities are you theoretically missing out on? Maybe
that's not the right way to look at it. Maybe the way
to look at it is: you have an opportunity, you take it,
you like where you live, so that's a huge plus. I do
think there might be something to be said for: should
one be comfortable in their mid-twenties? Or should
they be under certain levels of stress that's good for
them? Not that Houston is not stressed sometimes in
his work, or that I don't get stressed sometimes, but
the sort of stuff that I hear that kids are up to in those
sorts of cities does seem markedly different from
what the majority of us are up to here, employed or
not employed.

HJ: That also depends on what you want to be
doing. A great example is our friends James and Tristan. James definitely resonated a lot more with that
lifestyle up in New York, and that kind of career environment than Tristan did. Tristan has returned to
us, and James remains in New York, and I think part
of it is what they want to be doing, or what they think
is OK to be doing right now with their time.
So it's really a question of what you want to be
doing. I think that's a big part of it. I know some people who do some things that make a lot of money,
and they really enjoy it, and I think I would hate it. I
just couldn't imagine doing it. There is a younger
professional group of people in Santa Fe. We don't
associate with them a ton. There are some younger
lawyers, and people who work at some of these financial firms. We have almost no connection with
them. I'm not desperate to hang out with a bunch of
Thornburg recruits. Not that they probably couldn't
be great people. In fact, one of them was a great guy,
but he moved away.
Do benefits of living here as a twenty-something
outweigh costs? How do you resonate with the
sorts of discussions about being young in Santa
Fe, and how we can make it better, and what the
challenges are?

RS: I just got into the band Beirut, and he has that
song, “Santa Fe.” I don't know the lyrics exactly,
but the roundabout idea is he's sitting in his living
room on the ground, saying, “What the fuck am I
doing here? I'm too young to be here.” I just
butchered the song, but I feel like the basic idea is
this is a place for generally older people. It's an
older demographic that moves here, often for retirement, or whatever reason it is. It's not necessarily a young person-friendly place.

I think it is important to consider: What could I be?
What am I missing out on by not being in New York,
or any of these larger cities? It's something that I
think is a reasonable thing to consider. I think a lot of
people do leave for that very reason. Maybe they're
not getting the job that they want. In addition to that,
they do feel on some sort of deeper level like it's not
time yet to be living in a place like Santa Fe, and they
need to be in a place that's a little bit more conducive
to being a young person, you know? So it is a particularly unique group of young people that would
almost override that impulse, which I think is present in all of us, at least to some degree, and choose
to stay here. I think a lot of the time, those reasons
are honorable, but it doesn't mean that you're not
having some contradictory instincts to say, “I wonder
what it would be like elsewhere?” Because that's
where most of us are right now, us being the young

people, I feel. You know, they're in Austin. They're in
Manhattan. They're in L.A. They're in Chicago.
They're in those places. We're off the grid. This is off
the grid for young people.

HJ: But per capita there are more people here I really like than anywhere else, so that's a pretty good
deal.
What's your most strange, crazy, absurd, wild,
memorable story from living in Santa Fe?

RS: I'm just gonna plead the fifth on that one.

Oh, come on. Surely each of you has a story that
doesn't implicate you in some way.

HJ: Well, I mean by saying “wildest and craziest,”
you really did limit things… I mean, the wildest
thing I've ever done in town, I suppose is actually
running for City Council. Let me take it a little further: it was probably the wildest thing I've ever done
in my life. Few things compared to that whole event.
I don't really know that I have a whole story. I mean,
there are lots of stories to tell about it.
What was the most memorable story from the
campaign?

HJ: In some ways the most memorable moment was
realizing I had lost. I really remember that pretty
vividly. It was also the end of the campaign, so I
guess it's easy to remember the beginning and end
of things.
I also remember us staying up, and coming up with
fake campaign posters: “Thundercats endorse
Chookie,” and all that. That was a lot of fun. I remember Pat putting a hole in the ceiling of the Jeep
when he was trying to put his bike in my car. I remember knocking on a ton of doors, just a ton of
doors, and talking to a lot of people, and hearing
about a lot of things that weren't really anything
about the City, or anything I could do. In fact, I remember I was talking to this one woman at a party,
this woman in her early forties. She was just going
on about how there are no good men in Santa Fe. She
was going on for so long, and we'd started the conversation by talking about issues in the City. I finally
said, “OK, look, do you want me to ask you out, or
do you want me to make this a campaign issue? I
don't even know anymore.” And she kind of laughed
and said, “Neither,” and that was the end of the conversation.

That was a really wild, intense experience, and super
trying, and super memorable, and super valuable. I'm
glad I got to do that. I remember my first debate with
Patti pretty vividly. I remember the moments leading up to it. I remember Morgan meeting me in the
hospital waiting room, and putting the foundation on
my face, so that I wouldn't look so sweaty up there,
which was good. I started wearing foundation for the
rest of the campaign. It was a really good decision. I
didn't look greasy anymore.
Oh, and I also remember that goddamn fiasco we
had, that community discussion at the farmers market, and what a nightmare that was. That drunk
woman came and dominated that conversation, and
nothing productive happened, and god, Joey Peters
from the Reporter was there.

RS: Actually, I have one. I mean, I don't have one
that's as socially conscientious as Houston's, but,
when I was eighteen, we went to the Warehouse 21.
There was a sign up rap battle competition, and my
friend signed me up without me knowing about it.
We went in, and they called my name up, and I decided to just go for it. I systematically chopped
down rap battle rapper after battle rapper, until I got
to the last guy and lost. His name was Pigeon Face
or something, and so I got second place in a rap battle. At one point, there were probably about 150
people in the building, and I was standing on stage,
just pulling stuff out of my ass, and rapping away in
front of Santa Fe youth at Warehouse 21. So that
was pretty unique. I would never have expected to
be doing that.
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What do you hate, and what do you love about
Santa Fe?

HJ: I think one of the things that really continues to
frustrate me about this town is… I'm going to call it
positivity. It's not to say that I'm against people
being positive, but this level of weird, new agey,
over the top positivity that starts to actually breed
the opposite. It actually becomes sort of repressive
and stunting a little bit. I think there are a lot of people in this town who are just very difficult, and
they're very set in their ways, and they really want
to exert that their way on the rest of us. Unfortunately, not a lot of other people show up to deal with
it, so they end up getting a lot done. And that really
does frustrate me. A lot of good things get stifled or
prevented, because there is a group of people who
are being positive in this weird way. They go to
Body, and they're like, “Oh, yes, we go to the
Coop,” but then they're stifling development, and
progress, and change in this town.
Why are they stifling progress?

HJ: They don't want anything to change. There's definitely a vocal minority in this town, and their views
are valid. That fits their vision, and they have a right
to voice that. Unfortunately there are not a lot of
other people that show up to voice the other way.
There are a lot of people who want Santa Fe basically to never change, to continue to look the same,
to not do bold things, or take risks in mundane ways.

Instead of doing something really bold, we build this
big old Convention Center which so far hasn't done
a lot. It might someday, but that was palatable, and
other bold visions and ideas that would take that kind
of money are definitely looked down upon. It's
tough. You have a very vocal minority who has a lot
of power in this town, and you have this very silent,
often apathetic majority, who is stifled because of
this. That frustrates me.

What do I like most about this place? I like my
friends, and I like the opportunities I get to have,
and I like how comfortable it is. I like that there's a
lot of open space around us that you can go drive
around in, and do things in. I like that it's a make-

your-own-fun kind of town. I like that we create our
own stuff to do, because we do really cool stuff, and
it’s what we want to be doing. I like that a lot. I do
suspect as we take over the reins of power, some of
the issues I have with those in power now will start
to go away. We'll have new problems. There'll probably be new things about us that will agitate me, but
we'll probably do things differently. I think the future may be very bright in this town as long as we
keep sticking around.
RS: I guess I do love a lot of the same things Houston was talking about, namely having friends around
who are so important. There have been certain businesses that have had a profound effect on my time
here, and even on my development in certain ways.
When I was 18, I stumbled into a store called Nick
Potter's Bookstore on Palace Avenue. It doesn't exist
anymore, unfortunately. It closed I think about six
months ago.

Nick was an immediately interesting guy, who I
met on the first day, and he had an employee named
Patrick that I became friendly with. They exposed
me to many of the works of literature that I hold
dear. It turned into a sort of a mecca for me, where
I could go to this store and talk with really interesting people who were engaged in all sorts of different things. They were interested in music, and
literature, and photography, and in its own weird
way, it produced a place for me to go talk about
what I was reading, or to get advice from someone
who was older than me on what I could be reading,
or different authors that I hadn't heard about that
they exposed me to.

There have been a number of those sorts of experiences that I've had where, in many ways, they were
game changers. Nick Potter is the one who wrote my
recommendation letter to get into St. John's. There’s
other stuff, like the feeling of going into what is now
Santa Fe Bite, but they used to be Bobcat Bite. It's
moved. Bonnie, who owns the restaurant, has known
me since I was eleven years old, and she gives me a
hug every time I go in there. Without getting sappy
or sentimental, there's something really fucking nice
about having all of these people who know you by
name, who watched you grow up, or have seen you

develop, or are just your friends, and you run into
'em every day. Maybe some people would hate that,
but I think for certain people, that's pretty nice, so I
really like that.

What do I hate about Santa Fe? I don't know if I have
any feelings strong enough, negatively, to justify
hate towards anything. I also am not a huge fan of
new agey, astrological, bla bla whatever, but I mostly
see it as something rather comical. It doesn't necessarily offend my sensibilities, unless they tell me to
do something that I don't want to do. Other than that,
I'd like some restaurants to stay open a little bit later
sometimes. When Sunday comes around, and I'm
with Houston or with someone else, and we'd like to
go out and maybe get a drink, or we'd like to just
have a meal, and everything's closed by 7pm, that
sucks, you know? Maybe that ties into some iteration of Meow Wolf's nightlife question that continues, but I think there are times where the town shuts
down so early that the only option really is to stay at
home, and I'd like to see that change a little bit.
That'd be nice.

HJ: I feel I need to clarify something. I sort of rambled on about two divergent things, almost. I do
have an issue with this minority of people who sort
of run a lot in town, and have a lot of sway over
things. They're generally from one part of town, but
not exclusively. But, there is a lot of over the top
positivity in this town, to the point where we don't
get pissed off about things nearly enough. We're really obsessed with being having polite politics, and
not getting mad about things, and there's a lot to be
pissed off about sometimes. People should get mad
about things, and be more worked up, and allow
politicians and our leaders to actually have to fight
each other about their ideas, and about their visions,
instead of shying away from that. I really think it
stifles us in this town immensely. So, those are the
two things that really bug me, and some of those
people happen to be the same people, but it’s not
across the board.
We need to be more worked up. We should be more
worked up in a lot of places, not just Santa Fe, but
there's a lot of positivity in this town that could stand
to be balanced out with a little more hostility.

